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BIRD, ON THE EASTERN COAST OF BAR- 
BARY. 


[Concluded from p. 309.] 


At Tunis. 


June 25, 1829.—On coming yesterday to 
a settlement with the. Arab youth who 
brought me, I mentioned to him an article 
of my baggage that was missing, and which | 
I expected him to produce, as it must have | 
been taken while under his keeping. He | 
promised to bring it, and has to-day fulfill- | 
ed his word. It had been stolen, as he de- 
clared, by his companion, and it was only | 
by searching his baggage in his absence | 
that he had been able to obtain it. Wheth- | 
er it were he, or his companion, I thought | 
it not an unfit occasion to address a few | 
words to his conscience, and so I improved 
it, telling him what a shame, not to say | 
what a wicked hypocrisy it was, to be call- | 
ing upon God every hour, as I had heard | 
him and his companion do, and at the same 
time to be trampling under foot his laws. 

26. Walked out with a companion to 
view ihe city. The most interesting ob- 
ject we visited was the palace of the late 

ey Hamooda Pasha,* now inhabited by 
the chief interpreter. The Princess of 
Wales occupied it during her visit here. 
Her dressing-room, &c., were particularly 
pointed out tous. It was not yet finished 
when the Bey died, and probably never 
will be so, since all the Moslems here have 
a strong prejudice against finishing a house 
which was begun by another man. 
— mosque, which, was building at’ 
the same time by the Sapatapa,t or prime | 
minister of the Bey, and who met death 
soon after his master, is left unfinished for 
the same cause. 











* He died in 1814, after A reign of above 30 years. 
tin Arabic Sahib el Tubdaa, pronounced Shihid et 
Tub-aa, Keeper of the Seal. 
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27. By the kind invitation of Dr. H. 
and the Swedish consul, I accompanied 
them on a visit to the present Sapatapa, at 
his country-seat called Mohammedeey, 
eight or ten miles southwest of Tunis. 
This man has been out of health for some 
years, and is just now somewhat dlarmed 
about himself. The cause of his disease 
he supposes to have been either wholly or 
in part, an emetic administered him by his 
| physician, which, instead of having the 
| usual effect, produced in his stomach a vio- 
lent burning, and threw him into convul- 
|sions. He received us in an open galle 
of his house, without the least exhibition. 
of pride or pomp either in his dress, or 
| manners, or attendants. In this place of 
| retirement from the bustle of Bardo* and 
| from public business, he seems to regard 
|himself rather as a private man, than as 
| one of the court. His disease might prob- 
ably be arrested, but he evidently wants the 
decision necessary to put himself under a 
proper regimen for the purpose. Among 
the persons whom we saw at the Sapata- 
pa’s, was a young Frenchman, a man of 
‘enterprise and considerable intelligence. 
| His religious sentiments were plainly de- 
|istical. He preferred the Protestant to the 
, Romish Church, because he thought it had 
| fewer articles of faith to impose upon the 
'conscience: it was more easy for men to 
be agreed in thirty-nine articles, than in 
ten thousand. He had very often attended 
Protestant worship in Marseilles, and loved 
the preaching better than that which he 
was accustomed to hear in the Roman 
Catholic churches, because the preaching 
was about morals. He always loved the 
preaching where this was the subject. 
“But,” said he, “‘where the preacher at- 
tempts to lay down and mathematically de- 
monstrate any point of doctrine, then T am 
off.”” He had read Voltaire, and Rousseau, 
and confidently asserted that deism was 





| very fast increasing at the present moment 
in France. The Jesuits were a wicked set, 


| *The Bey’s residence about four miles from Tunis. 








and the king was one of them.* Many 
Roman Catholics in the region of Bordeaux 
were getting their children baptised into 
the Protestant church, for the sole purpose 
of increasing the party against the Jesuits. 
We returned to Tunis, in a shower of 
rain, rather an unusual occurrence at this 
season. 

28. Special invitations having been sent 
to all the Protestants in Tunis, to attend a 
religious service to-day at Dr. H.'s, we had 
a little congregation of about 20 souls, 
whom | addressed on the “‘Reasonableness 
of the Christian Religion.” Conversed 
with the Maltese servant boy, endeavoring 
to show him the danger of trusting to ordi- 
nances and ceremonies, and to the prayers 
and blessings of priests, and also to show 
him the necessity of having a new heart. 
He admitted the propriety of all I said, but 
remained thoughtless and trifling —To-day 
there was a considerable fall of rain. 

29. Mr. A. came to my room to-day to 
inform me that one of the Ulema, or wise 
men of the place, was sitting below, through 
whom I might obtain a copy of the Koran, 
and who understood arguing on subjects 

rtaining to religion. s} went down, and 
found him on a long seat without the door 
of the consulate, with his snuff-box in his 
hand instead ofa pi 


Tunis, we came to the subject of religion, 
on which he discoursed mildly and respect- 
fully, often giving assent to my arguments, 
though directly against hisown. ‘The want 
of miracles, however, to prove the divinity 
of the Koran much embarrassed him. He 
therefore clung to the traditions, which 
report that Mohammed wrought miracles. 

these signs, as he called them, of Mo- 
hammed, he mentioned three of the most 
notable. 1. Hedivided the moon; 2. The 
trees bowed to him in homage; 3. He 
opened his hand, and a river of water flow- 
ed from it, which overspread the whole 
country like an ocean. ‘“lIf,’’ said I, “Mo- 
hammed wrought miracles, why does he 
not open to these miracles in his Koran, 
when he reproves the people for not believ- 
ing in him?’ “The Koran,” he replied, “is 
not the word of Mohammed, but the word 
of God: Mohammed says nothing in the 
Koran.”’ “Well, at any rate some notice 
ought to have been taken of these miracles 
in that book; for if God spoke to Moham- 
med, he must have required him to appeal 
to those miracles as the grand proofs of his 
mission.” —“ And so,”’ said he, “‘it has been 
done. The signs of the prophet are record- 
ed in the Koran.’ Here we fell into a flat 
contradiction. [ required him to quote the 
words of the Koran, which spoke of these 
miracles, but he would not. I then brought 
to his mind a passage of the book in which 
it is declared, or ted implied, that no 
miracles eould be wrought by Mohammed, 





eee 


*The late king Charles X.—Ed. 


» probably waiting my | 
coming. After a few remarks respecting | 
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would not 6f themselves make men be- 
lieve. He repeated the passage himeelf, 
but did not attempt to explain it. The 
conversation lasted about an hour, durin 
part of which the American and Swedis 
consuls were present, and three or four 
Moslems. 

Late in the afternoon Mr. Tulin, the 
Swedish consul, obliged me with a seat in 
his carriage, and we proceeded together to 
his country house. at El Marsa. On our 
way we passed through one of the most in- 
teresting sections of the ruins of ancient 
Carthage, viz. along the grand reservoir, 
where terminated the stupendous aqueduct 
of 50 or 60 miles in length, from mount 
Zguan. As we examined the ruins, various 
individuals of the natives came to offer us 
| coins and fragments of precious stones, 
| which are still to be found on this most 
| famous spot. They shewed us, also, a sub- 

terranean passage in one of their gardens, 
which they said they had discovered about 
| eight months before, leading off from near 
| the end of the great aqueduct, and extend- 
‘ing onward, as they assured us, quite to 
the sea. It immediately struck us that this 

must have been a branch of the great aque- 
| duct, which supplied with water some dis- 

tant part of the city, and that very likely 
| it would be found connected with the oth- 
er reservoir, which has been hitherto sup- 
posed to have been intended for rain water 
only. 

30. Rode out with Mr. T. to survey the 
ruins of Carthage. The most perfect of 
the remains now visible are those of the 
rainwater reservoir already mentioned. It 
consists of J7 distinct, oblong cisterns, or 
vaults, side by side, the whole covered with 
a roof supported by arches entirely of 
stone, and occupying a surface of 420 feet 
by 54. The depth might be twenty feet. 
The mouths of pipes appear in the arches 
above, intended to admit the water which 
fell upon the roof. 


July 3. Called on Mr. 8. the Bible de- 
positary: found with him three cases of the 
Scriptures, one, however, nearly exhaust- 
ed. Some of the Arabic Scriptures which 
he has disposed of, he had reason to believe 
had found their way quite to Tombuctoo. 

4. The European flags were all display- 
ed to-day in honor of the American nation, 
this being considered their great national 
anniversary, as the king’s birth days are to 
other nations. As is customary, several of 
the consuls called to pay their respects; 
others sent their letters of apology and 
congratulation. Had an interview with 
the Greek priest. He received me with 
great attention, took me by the hand, and 
expressed great joy on seeing once more 
an American missionary. r. Fisk had 


= that even they, as he alleged, 








been the instrument of giving his son, now 
in America, the advantages of a liberal 
education. He shewed me Mr. Fisk’s let- 
ter in Greek, in whieh he explains the 
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whole course of treatment and of study, 
which his son wou!d probably pass through 
in America. He seemed very well pleased 
with his son’s situation and improvement, 
and very grateful to Mr. Fisk for procur- | 
ing for him such a favor; and when | in- | 
formed him that Mr. Fisk was dead, both | 
he and his wife were much moved. I left | 
a few Greek books with the priest, begging 
him to dispose of them among his flock, 
and to inform them that I had more on! 
hand. | 

Visited also to-day the Latin Padre Pre- | 
fetto at his convent. Our interview was 
perfectly civil and friendly, as we had no 
serious religious discussion. 

5. Sabbath. Preached to the same con- 
gregation as on the last Sabbath. 


} 


English consul. Among the persons pre- 
sent with me, were three or four very re- 
— Spanish gentlemen now living at 

unis. They seem to be all friends of the 
constitution, and some of them on this ac- 
count were rendered too obnoxious to the 
royal government to remain in Spain. 
One of them was, it is said, once governor 
or mayor of the city of Madrid. He was 
at first banished, but was afterwards invit- 
ed to return to his native country. Still he 
prefers for safety, foreign countries to his 
own. He has lived in Malta, and holds the 
common people there in the most utter ab- 
horrence, as, in fact, he does all people who 
submit blindly and willingly to the tyranny 
of the Latin priests. 

7. Made a short call, in company with 
Sir Thomas and Dr. H., at the Sardinian 
consul’s. Count Philippi gave us some 
account of his late tour, made by request 
of his government through the interior of 
the kingdom of Tunis, pointing out his 
track the whole way on an elegant Freach | 
map lately published at Paris. He is sup- | 
posed to be drawing up an account of his 
tour, which will one day be made public. 





Looked in a little while on Mordicai | 


Najjar, a literary philosophical Jew, and 
former Arabic master of Mr. Greaves. He 
isa lean old man, dirty with snuff, talks 
much and with great spirit, and cannot 
bear either contradiction or interruption. 
He had copies of the Old and New Testa. 
ment by him in four or five different lan- , 
uages. He avowed, without the least 
esitation, his belief that the Messiah had 
come, and that Jesus Christ was that per- | 
son. The grand proof to which he referred | 
to support his opinion was what was said | 
by the prophet Isaiah. In speaking of the | 
Jews of Tunis, he could not sufficiently | 
express his disgust at them. He could not 
scowl wry enough or long enough at the 
mention of their bigotry and hardness of | 
heart, their absurd opinions, and their pue- | 
rile ceremonies and traditions. He had 
little to do with the Jews. Now and then | 
a person from among them came to con- 
verse with him on religious subjects, whom | 
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he endeavored to convince of the truth. 
They dislike him. But in general, as he 
let them alone, and as they knew him to be 
a particular friend of the prime minister, 
they made no attempts to persecute him. 
His mother, not long since, foolishly em- 
barked for the Holy Land. Whether she 
had arrived or not, and whether she was 
dead or alive, he had not yet heard, nor did 
he seem to be anxious about the matter. 
He complained of the voluminous gram- 
mars of the Arabic language, which were 
in common use, saying they were enough 
to break the head ofacommon man. He 
wished to be employed to write a grammar 
of fifty pages, which should teach the lan- 
guage better than them all. He praised 


| the French translation of the Bible which 
6. Visited at Sir Thomas Reade’s, the || 


he had, because, he said, it was done by 
one who had got into the secrets of the 
Hebrew idiom. For example, Gen. ii. 6 
was correctly translated, “4nd no mist had 
gone up,” instead of “but there went up a 
mist,”’ &c., because in Hebrew, where two 
or three negative sentences came together, 
it was often sufficient to express the nega- 
tion in the first sentence only; the follow- 
ing ones would be negative of course. 
Sent a few tracts to-day to the shop of a 


' young Jew to be sold publicly by him on 


commission. He seems, however, to be a 
youth of little force of character, and does 


' not promise much; but he is the best I have 
| yet been able to find. 


Attended a Jewish wedding. When we 
reached the house where the ceremony 
was to be performed, the bridegroom had 


; not yet arrived, but he soon came in, at- 


| tary. 


tended by three or four Rabbies and a no- 
Immediately on entering the court 


| of the house where we were, they proceed- 


ed toa small adjoining room and we fol- 
lowed them. At the further end of the 
chamber, on a high seat in a window, sat 
the bride as if ales: crowned with lon 
stems of flowers, thinly veiled, and adorn 
with a profusion of jewels, clasps, chains 
&c. She was motionless as a statue, and 
such I actually took her to be, till I was 


| assured by others to the contrary. The 
' notary took out and read aloud a Hebrew 


| 





| manuscript, which we supposed to be the 


marriage contract. Next was brought a 
cup of some sort of beverage, p' 
wine, from which the — and ——_ 
tracting couple all gently si . e 
ouisting women on jer vide PPthe slee 
ing lady, had thrown a rich sort of mantle 
over the couple, the edge of which was 
placed on their heads, and the rest held 
racefully spreading around behind them. 
his, instead of joining hands, seemed to 
be the token of union. The bridegroom, 
wearing his hat, stood thus beside his seat- 
ed, motionless spouse, while the marriage 
service was chanted, after which the cup © 
went round again as before, and was then 
urposely let fall and broken to shivers. 
his last act concluded the whole cere- 











mony, and was the signal for the crowd, 
as well as the bridegroom, to ‘withdraw. 
The bride was then taken from her seat by 
the women, and with closed eyes, and as | 
» much gravity and moderation as if moving | 
to her funeral pile, was led to another | 
ent. 
9. ‘Saw Mr. G. M. consular agent of | 


Bizerta. The people of that place, he said, || modious, but rather out of repair. 


had been supplied, especially the Chris- | 


tians, with the Scriptures left by Mr. | 
Greaves. Some of the Moors also had re- || its epitaphs. 
No opposition to || praise of the dead, but little or nothing of 
books had been mani- || Him who is the resurrection and the life. 
|| Without Jesus, what place in this world is 


ceived Arabic copies. 
the circulation o 
fested 


10. Visited the hospital. The first thing | 


that struck us on entering, was a dead body © 
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him with books to sell on commission in 
Tunis. He was pleased with the sugges- 
tion, and immediately took of me a number 
of copies of the Scriptures, and of various 
tracts, for which he immediately went to 
look for purchasers. 

Went -into the Protestant burying 
ground. Itis sufliciently large and com- 
What 
struck me as most particularly worthy of 
remark, was the objectionable character of 
Much is said in them in 


more horrible than the grave. 
11. Mordicai Najjar paid me a visit. 


lying in the open court, enveloped in a |; apr vann. | his cane, for the better holding 


green cloth containing colore 

robably passages from the Koran. This 
Lewever we were told, was a body brought 
from without, and not that of a person who 
had died in the hospital. It was waiting 
to be washed, and prepared for burial at 
the hospital. Few of the lower apartments 
seemed to be taken up, nor was the main 
apartment above, in hm 


letters, : 


it, pierced with a peg in its top in the form 
of a cross, it reminded me of the crosses at 


| which the Jews are so much frightened in 


| our Hebrew Bibles. 


I therefore asked him 
pleasantly how it came to pass that he, be- 
ing a Jew, walked about with a cross in his 
hand. He smiled and said that I was not 
the first person who had made that obser- 


ich, in time of gen- || vation, but gave me to understand that he 


eral sickness, the greatest number of pa- | cared very little one way or the other about 


tients must be - But nearly all the 
8, 


marrow solitary cel 


of which there were | 


a wooden resemblance of a cross. 
12. Sabbath. Preached as usual. 


The 


10 or 12, were occupied by insane persons. | oe being one of the Mohammedan festi- 


These were, in almost every case, chained 
by the leg to the wall, and were either sit- 


| 


als, it was much disturbed by the firing 
of guns, and other customary demonstra- 


ting or lying on the floor perfectly silent. || tions of 


One, however, seemed to be repeating the , 


iy 
13. The Jew has sold a few Scriptures, 


Koran, or prayers; another, when we first | and calls for more, but he says he is oblig- 


entered below, was calling out with a loud 


|| ed to do all in rather a private way, not 


swaggering voice, but when we ascended l hawking the books, or exposing them 


and approached near his cell, held his || yap pe the streets. 


peace, and spread a sheet across the door 
that he might not be seen. 


In this particular 
do not pretend to counsel him, though 


One poor man || from the manifest apathy of the people 


not chained we saw lying on his back, his || there seems no great call for special cau- 


knees bent upward, 


scarcely a pound of flesh upon them. He || 


| 


is legs all bare, and | tion. 


17. A Zewan-wi, or soldier from the 


had a most filthy face and beard, and a || mountains, in carelessly pon his mus- 


swarm of flies covered them. One of the | ket, discharged the piece and 


illed two 


attendants stepped in, and shaking him || persons, one of whom was a filthy idiot of 


found him to his surprise quite dead. || usual sanctity called a Marabat. 


The sol- 


Then straitening him, and throwing over || dier has fled for refuge to one of the tombs 
| of the saints, where no one dares to touch 


him his rags a little, left him without emo- 
tion. It wasa gloomy place. The hope 
of the gospel never cheers it. Dark must 
be the valley of the shadow of death to 
those who cnter it here. 
ished our examination and departed. 

I have been inquiring without success 
for some active person to engage in the 


sale of the Scriptures, and the distribution | 


of tracts; but to-day Providence seems to 
have furnished me with one without any 
effort of mine. As I was walking in the 
street, a Jew accosted me in the English 
language, and joined me in my walk. He 
had been a great traveller; had seen Amer- 
iea, England, the East Indies, Italy, and so 
on. At Leghorn he had sold a great many 
eopies of the Scriptures for Mr. Neat, and 


as he wanted a little pecuniary aid, —- | 
yi 


as he said, poor, I readily offered to supp 


' 
We hastily fin- | 
I} 





him. In walking out of the city this after- 
noon, our way would have led us through 
an open burying ground, but the dragoman 
took us by a path more circuitous to avoid 


| it; lest, as he said, some of the Moors should 


be offended at seeing Christians among the 
tombs. I heard nothing of such a preju- 
dice at Tripoli. 

18. Another interview with the Moslem 
notary mentioned on the 29th ult. When 
pressed to prove his assertion that the Ko- 
ran speaks of the miracles of Mohammed, 
he resorted to the favorite scheme of double 
senses, saying that the Koran needed a 
commentary—it must be explained, or it 
could not be understood; in other words, it 
said one thing and meant another, and that, 
too, in places where common minds would 
suspect no meaning. 
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19. Sabbath. Preached from the text, 
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might, &c. 

22. br. . having lately taken a house 


at El Morsa, in the neighborhood of most | 


of the other consuls, he to-day removed 
thither with his family. Iof course accom- 
panied. them. The time allotted to my 
visit being expired, and my passage to 
Malta already engaged, I bade adieu to 
‘Tunis without expecting ever again to en- 
ter it. 

23. Spent the forenoon in walking about 
among the ruins of Carthage. 

24. This being the day appointed for 


our embarkation, the morning was partly | 
spent in serious conversation with individ- | 
uals of the family of Dr. H., and at 10 | 


o'clock [ took leave of them all, with a 


sense of — for their many kind- | 


nesses and attentions, which I could not 
easily express. Reached the Goletta about 
noon, and found there was no hope of get- 
ting off to-day on account of the contrary 
wind. Signor Gaspani, the consular agent 
at the Goletta to whom Dr. H. had favored 
me with a letter of recommendation, gen- 
erously offered me bed and board in his 
house during my detention. A part of the 
evening was occupied in walking upon 
the wharf with a scribe of Signor G. and 
conversing on religious subjects. 

25. The captain of the vessel I am go- 
ing in is a Neapolitan, and is, as he styles 
himself, “very religious.” In one of my 
interviews with him at Tunis, I had given 
him a New Testament in Italian which I 
begged he would read, saying that on our 
passage we would converse about it. He 
was then quite ata loss what to make of 
the book, and asked about it such strange 
questions, that it was evident he had never 
before set eyes upon it. To-day he was in 
at the office of Mr. Gaspani, and I asked 
him how he was pleased with his book. 
He replied that he was not pleased with it 
at all—that it said bad things. I asked him 
what things? But as many people were 
coming and going, and Signor G. had 
stopped his pen — began to listen with a 
curious smile, he was either ashamed or 
afraid to say more, but would tell me all 
about the matter when we got on board. 

Seeing a fine Greek brig, called the Le- 








North Africa:—Journal of Mr. Bird. 341 


26. Sabbath. Captain 8. of the Leonidas 
called, and I accompanied him in to 
his vessel. We had a very long talk about 
images, saints, worship in an unknown 
tongue, and finally on the doctrine of spir- 
itual regeneration. He was strongly in- 
clined to be a free-thinker, but could not 
quite make the system work. He did not 
know what would be after death—thought 
it probable that there was a future state— 
did not know, the proof that the apostles 
were inspired. He thought lying was jus- 


|| tifiable as a sin of necessity in certain cases, 
|| as Paul said he did not know the high 


priest, and called himself a Roman, and so 
on. At the invitation of captain S.,I dined 
with him on board, and after dinner we sat 
conversing upon deck until the sailors be- 
gan their music and dancing, when I re- 
turned to Mr. G.’s. A better day we may 
hope is dawning upon the poor Greeks. 
27. Captain Caffiere encourages me to 
hope we shall set sail this evening. I in- 
quired of him ence more about his New 
Testament. He repeated his declaration 
that it was a bad book, and said he should 
return it to me the first moment he could 
do so. Signor B., the scribe already allud- 


| ed to, _— with me in inquiring what 


| the boo 


| 


| 


| 
| 
} 


said that was bad. “Why,” said 
he, “it says that Paul the apostle, was 
greater than God.”” When we both declar- 
ed the impossibility of such a thing, he 
said, “Then it made him at least equal with 
God.”’ Signor B. laughed, and went out to 
bring his own Italian Testament to show 
the captain that it was the same book as 
his, and that no such language could be 
found init. The moment Signor B. had 
stepped out, the captain, half confounded, 
asked me of what nation that man was, as 
if he must certainly be an Englishman, or 


| a Dutchman, or some other man of the 


! 


heretical club. The captain was not a 
little balked when he saw us both so posi- 
tive, and saw another New Testament just 
like his, and I told him it was plain that 


' some person, and not the book itself, had 


resolved to see the captain, and so called | 


upon him in his cabin. He received me 
very courteously, shewed me a London 
Greek Testament and two or three tracts 
he had received at Syra, was acquainted 
with Dr. Korck, and had seen his school, 
which he presumed to be an excellent in- 
stitution. The government he said had 
lately builta very large edifice, for a school 
establishment, at gina. Had some con- 


versation with the governor of the Goletta, 
a very respectable Moslem, who has visited 
Europe, and is a well known friend of Eu- 
ropeans. 





been filling his mind with these false no- 
tions; that he had better take warning from 
this circumstance, and not trust too much 
to what men may tell him, but to search 
the word of God for himself. Two respect- 


, able looking sailors being in the office, I 
onidas, nearly in front of Signor G.’s, I was | 


gave Payson’s Address to Seamen to one 
of them, but the ofher refused to take a 
copy, saying, “We are in no need of ex- 
hortations.”” Since leaving Tunis, I do 
nothing in the way of circulating books, 
and even there I have only been able to 
put in circulation about 40 copies of the 
Scriptures and a few tracts. Nobody seems 
to remark about the books either pro or 
con; nobody calls in as friends or as spies; 
but a death-like indifference seems to reign 
over the whole native population. What 
better things could be expected in a land 


|| where the sound of the gospel has scarcely 
|| been heard for thirteen centuries? 








32 
Return to Malta. 


28. The wind this morning was fair, but 
the captain is not entirely ready. Went to 
the Leonidas to leave some tracts with 
captain 8.; but he being absent at Tunis, I 
leit them with the sailors, who all seemed 
interested in the deposit, and some of whom 
in broken Italian endeavored to converse 
with me. I wished from what I saw to 


stay with them awhile; but as I knew not | 


at what moment my captain would call for 
me, I chose not to be absent from my lodg- 
ings. About noon the expected message 
came, and I embarked. I found on board 
eight or ten passengers beside myself. 
One hundred and fifteen cattle and horses 
composed the cargo, and of these 20 or 30 
were arranged on the deck; and on deck 
was to be my birth. A little previous dis- 
cipline will reconcile one to a great many 
inconveniences. The recollection of my 
late voyage from Malta, and of my later 
trip to Sfax among the Lotophagi, not to 
speak of any higher considerations, were 
enough to banish every vexatious thought; 
and while I spread my couch on this 
crowded a - envied not the happiest 
passenger in a Liverpool packet. At a lit- 
tle before sundown, tthe Siok which had 
been blowing a gale directly from the sea, 
came round fair, and we set sail. In the 
morning we were doubling the island of 
Zimbra. From this place we had in gen- 
eral a favorable onl to Malta, which we 
reached on Friday the 31st, just three days 
after embarking at Tunis. I had now to 
perform a quarantine of sixteen days, at 
the end of which I was restored to my 
family and friends, having been separated 
from them a little more than four months. 





China. 
POPULATION OF CHINA. 


Tue following article, extracted from the Can- 
ton Register of Oct. 3, 1829, and believed to 
have been written by Dr. Morrison, has been 
transmitted by Mr. Bridgman. 


“In 1793 Lord Macartney carried to Eu- 
— the report given him by a Chinese 
officer, that China contained 333,000,000 
“of mouths,”’ that is, of human beings. It 
was, however, thought by many that the 
amount thus stated originated in the pride 
or the carelessness of the individual who 

resented it, and of late in Europe it has 
Seen generally disbelieved. ‘A foreign 
gentleman of great talent and research,’ in 
an article on the population of the globe in 
the Oriental Herald of April. last, says; 
‘The numerous estimates respecting the 
population of China vary from 59 millions 
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lished in 1790, fixes, he says, the population 


of China proper at 143,000,000 of taxable 
persons, to whom may be added 7,000,000 
of untaxable inhabitants. They will make 
altogether 150,000,000 of persons.’ 


“A few days ago, however, we stumbled 
on a passage, in the Tu-tsing-hwuy-teen, 
which was never intended for the eye ofa 
European, that fully establishes the report 
given to the English ambassador; and it 
shows, moreover, that His Imperial Majesty 
Kien-lung preceded Mr. Malthus in his 
fears of the human “mouths” exceeding 
the means of subsistence. The passa 
may be found on the 38th page of the 14]st 
section or book of the work above named. 

“Kien-lung remarks, that in the 49th year 
of the reign of Keing-he (A. D. 1710) soon 
after the conquest, which had terribly 
thinned the population, the number of in- 
habitants in China was only 23,312,200; 
but last year, he adds, the amount made 
out from the returns sent in from all the 
provinces, was 307,467,200. The emperor 
wrote in the 58th year of his reign, (A. D. 
1793,) so that the census was taken the 
year before Lord Macartney arrived at the 
court of Pekin. 

‘The increase is so enormous ina pericd 
of about &2 years, that some error in the 
figures might be supposed. However the 
emperor makes a remark, that the increase 
_ had been about fiftcen fold, which shows 

there was no mistake; for fifteen fold would 

make the amount 345,000,000. And ifthe 
, statement be correct, it shows that China 

has doubled its population every twenty years 

since the accession of the Ta-tsing dy- 

nasty! If this be the fact, it seems to speak 
_a great deal in favor of the Tartar govern- 
ment in China. After the war of the con- 
quest, the work we have quoted from says; 
| ‘that there were large tracts of unoccupied 
| lands, the owners of which had been de- 
| stroyed, or dispersed. Their lands were 
given as a perpetual inheritance to any 
one who would undertake to cultivate 
them. Government even gave cattle and 
implements of husbandry to the poor and 
destitute. And subsequently to that pe- 
| riod, every encouragement has been given 
| to carry cultivation to the utmost possible 
| extent. 


“The emperor Kien-lung said, he looked 
with great anxiety to the future, for the 
| land did not increase, although the mouths 
| to be fed by the increase did. He then 
| calls upon all his numefous subjects to use 
| with great economy the gifts of nature. 
| It is strange that with these facts before its 
eyes, the Chinese government should pun- 
| ish emigration as a crime.” 





| Mr. Bridgman says it is the prevailing opinion 


of the residents at Canton, that the statement of 


to the mystical number of 333. The great || 333,000,000 for the population of China, is sub- 
imperial map of the Celestial Empire pub- || stantially correct. 
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— Novth-@2test Coast. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF AN EXPLOR- 


ING TOUR ON THE NORTH-WEST COAST OF } 


NORTH AMERICA IN. 1829, BY REV. J. 8S. 
GREEN. 


THE tour, of which some account is now to be 


given, was undertaken by Mr. Green in pur- | 
suance of instructions from the Prudential Com- | 


mittee, and has been referred to repeatedly in 
this work. The difficulties he had to encounter 
in obtaining precise and authentic information, 
must often have been very great, but they ap- 
pear always to have been met with an active 
and persevering spirit of research; and the care 
of Providence in shielding him from harm while 


on that barbarous coast, is to be gratefully ac- | 


knowledged. 
The voyage was performed in the barque 


Volunteer, captain Charles Taylor, and com- | 


menced on Friday, Feb. 13, 1829. 


On the 10th of March, the snow-clad 
hills of the North-West Coast were dis- 
tinctly seen. The next day we cast an- 
chor in Norfolk Sound, latitude 57° north, 
longitude 136° 10° west. Here I began 
my inquiries, with the earnest desire that 
I might be instrumental of awakening in 
the bosom of wandering savages a solicit- 
ude for Christian instruction, which should 
never sleep till the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God shoot cheer them with its 
life-givin —e- 

From Norfolk Sound Capt. Taylor coast- 
ed, for the purpose of trade, as far south as 
the 53d° north latitude. Between these 
extremes we visited ten tribes of Indians, 


remaining a few days at each port, and re- | 


peated our visit several times during the 
season. Wherever it appeared safe, I went 
on shore. I improved every opportunity 
to learn the native character, and from gen- 
tlemen trading -on the coast and from the 
Indians themselves I endeavored, as far as 
possible, to ascertain whatever in their 
character and prospects would interest the 
Christian public, while I labored to the ex- 
tent of my ability to show them their ne- 
cessitous circumstances, and the inestima- 
ble value of Christian instruction. 


{n giving the results of my observations | 


and inquiries, I shall briefly describe the 
country, state the number of inhabitants, 
speak of their language and physical con- 
dition, of their government and religion, 
of the influence of foreigners, and of the 
intercourse which I have had with them 
during the season. 


Description of the Country. 


New Archangel, the Russian settlement, 
is situated at the bottom of a deep bay, 
which affords an excellent harbor for ships. 
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| The settlement is defended by a fort built 
| on a considerable eminence. This, with 
_ the house of the governor, stores, ~~ 
|| and dwelling-houses, has, at a little 
|| tance, a commercial appearance. A nearer 
| inspection is unfavorable to the beauty of 
| the place, as the buildings are all of hewn 
| logs, plastered and painted. The fort, 
_ however, is sufficiently strong for the de- 
fence of the place. The Sitka Indians have 
built their village under the guns of the 
fort, so that the Rassions can easily defend 
themselves from their depredations, while 
' they can afford protection to this tribe from 
1 the attacks of their enemies. 
|| ‘The country in the neighborhood of the 
| Settlement is exceedingly unpromising in 
its appearance. Nor does it much improve 
on acquaintance. The lands will produce 
the common vegetables. Grass also will 
grow, but on account of frequent rains itis 
cured with great difficulty. This is true 
of all this part of the coast. There.is no 
back country capable of producing the 
necessaries of life. The land is cold and 
broken, heavily timbered with spruce and 
hemlock, and uniformly rises from near 
the shore into lofty mountains covered with 
snow most of the year. The weather is 
disagreeable, never excessively cold, but 
| almost uniformly wet. The southeast 
| wind prevails. ‘The past season, with the 
| exception of three weeks in July, this 
' wind has blown nine days in ten, and, for 
the most part, has been accompanied with 
rain. Timber and water may be obtained 
/in any quantities. Sea and wild fowl are 
plenty. There is, also,an abundance of 
fish of various kinds and an excellent qual- 
ity, but I believe it may safely be affirmed 
‘that this will never be a country for land 
speculation. While furs may be obtained, 
the love of gain will prompt the merchant 
to send hither his goods; but when these 
shall become exhausted, nothing but Chris- 
tian philanthropy will induce any man to 
visit these dreary shores. 
Queen Charlotte's Island furnishes an ex- 
ception to these remarks. This is the gar- 
' den of this part of the coast. Compared 
with other land in the neighborhood, it is 
a level, fruitful, delightful country. From 
Point Rose, the north-east part of the isl- 
and, to a place called Skidegass, a distance 
of more than forty miles, there is nota 
single hill of any importance. I did not 
go on shore, but the land appears to be 
warm, and produces potatoes of a most ex- 
cellent quality. This island, I doubt not, 
, would yield vegetables of any kind that 
can be expected north of 52°. The weath- 
er is said to be finer than at any other place 
in the vicinity. The island might doubt- 
less furnish sustenance for a numerous 
population. 


Number of Inhabitants. 


This is a subject on which it is difficult 
|| to obtain satisfactory information. The 











Indians can only compare one tribe with 
another. They lead a wandering life, have 
their summer residence and their winter 
villages; so that it would be difficult to 
make a calculation from actual observation. 
I have taken much pains to ascertain their 
bable number. According to a calcu- 
on made at my request by several Amer- 
ican gentlemen trading on the coast, I 
think the number included in all the tribes 
between the 57° and 53° parallels of lati- 
tude, does not exceed 15,000. Of these 
there may be, who speak the Sitka lan- 
e, 6,500, Nass, 5,500, Queen Char- 
otte’s Island, 3,000; total 15,000. 

These tribes reside near the sea. They 
occupy King George the IIId’s, Prince of 
Wales’, and Pitt's Archipelagoes. The 
Nass Indians live on the continent. Sev- 
eral of these tribes traffic with Indians in 
the interior. These they represent to be 
numerous, though I could learn but little 
respecting the interior country, or its in- 
habitants. The Indians, whom I have vis- 
ited, monopolize the trade with foreigners, 
being able with their superior implements 
of war to prevent other tribes from visiting 
the shore. 

The Indians on the coast are without 
doubt decreasing. This they readily ad- 
mit, and this is the concurrent opinion of 
all who have been acquainted with them 
for afew years. Some thirty or forty years 
since, the small-pox made great ravages 
among them. This disease they call Tom 
Dyer, as some suppose from a sailor of this 
name who introduced it, though it is prob- 
able that it came across the continent. 


Many of their old men recollect, and they | 


say, that it almost desolated their country. 
I cannot learn that any general sickness 
has-been prevalent since that time, but 
their vices are fast hastening them to ruin. 
Their wars are frequent and bloody, intem- 

rance is infusing into their life-blood her 
secret but deadly poison, infanticide is com- 
mon, and unless a redeeming agency is ex- 
erted upon them they wil! soon become 
extinct. 


Their Language. 


The Indians on this part of the coast are 
divided into numerous petty tribes. In 
— of them I have classed them into 

ree grand divisions. The Sitka, the 
Nass, and the Skidegass or the Queen 
Charlotte’s Island Indians. Each of these 
divisions has a distinct language. At Nass, 
I have seen a native of Queen Charlotte’s 
Island, and have witnessed his want ofa 
medium through which to communicate his 


ideas. Each of these languages is gutteral. | 


The Sitka I think is peculiarly soft and 
musical.. The Nass to my ear is harsh and 


disagreeable. Traders have uniformly cho- | 


sen the Queen Charlotte’s Island language 
as a medium of intercourse with the natives 
of different tribes, and this ship dialect is 


, 
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now tolerably well understood by all who 
do business with foreigners. n after 
my arrival on the coast I obtained the 
words in common use, and with the assis- 
tance of several intelligent natives, I in- 
creased my vocabulary as I had opportu- 
nity. I thus obtained nearly 700 words of 
| the Queen Charlotte's Island language. 
| Though my object was rather to acquire 
| enough of their language to communicate 
| a few ideas, than to obtain a correct knowl- 
| edge of it, yet I did not entirely neglect 
| the latter. “In the ship dialect there is no 
distinction of mood and tense, nor is there 
any uniformity in the structure of sen- 
tences. Such adistinction and uniformity 
the Indians are careful to preserve.” 





Mr. G. gives a short vocabulary of words 
from these several languages, and then pro- 
ceeds: 





I need not say, that my stay on the coast 
| has been too short, an my intercourse 
| with particular tribes too slight, to make 
_much progress in the investigation of their 
language. Whether there is any analogy 
between these languages, and if so how 
| strong itis, must be determined by some 
| future philologist, who, with greater skill, 
| shall possess more ample means to pursue 
such an investigation. 





Appearance and Condition of the Indians. 


‘|| ‘The Indians on the North-West Coast 
|| are of rather more than middling size, of 
|| well built, athletic frames, of a li ht copper 
color, with high cheek bones, and their hair 
black and straight. The dress of the men 
| commonly consists of a blanket merely, 
| though a garment made in English style, 
|| and sometimes nearly an entire suit, is oc- 
casionally worn. The women dress more 
| decently, having generally a kind of loose 
| gown, over which they throw their blanket. 
|| Both men and women wear ornaments in 
| their ears and noses, and fasten beads and 
other trinkets around their necks and an- 
cles. They are all fond of — and 
_when they have materials they exhibit no 
small degree of skill in —— their 
faces. When they cannot obtain foreign 
| paint, they apply a composition of native 
earth and soot. But that which renders 
them objects of admiration among them- 
selves, and of ridicule to all who visit them, 
is the Steetgar, or wooden lip, of the fe- 











*For example, a trader would say,— 
Kaigan stuttle king Hawaii. 
**] desire to sce Hawaii.”” 
An Indian would say,— 
Hawaii kanghi te gudunk 
** Hawaii to sce I desife.’’ 


1! A trader,— 
} Kaigan cluto Nass sit down. 
“7 have been to Nass.” 
An Indian,— 
| Nass sit down to eluto kegone. 
\ ** Nass there I have been.” 
The letters here used have the English sounds. 

















males. It is difficult to conceive how so 
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absurd an appendage should be regarded as 
an ornament. This operation is as follows. 
The under-lip is perforated near the cen- 
tre, and a brass wire of the size of a knit- 
ting needle, with a head to secure it from 
falling, is inserted. This continually cor- 
rodes the flesh till the orifice becomes suf- 
ficiently large to admit a piece of wood, 
which being larger at the extremities than 
in the middle, retains its place till the inci- 
sion becomes of sufficient size to receive the 
regular steetgar. This is of an oval form, 
and resembles a small oval dish, concave 
on both sides, with a groove along the 
middle of the outside edge to receive the 
divided lip. At first the steetgar is small, | 
but being continually succeeded by larger | 
ones, it becomes at length of an enormous | 
size-——say three inches long, one and three- | 
fourths of an inch broad, and half an inch 
thick. The blood nearly forsakes the lip, | 
and the speech, as well as the appearance 
of the face, is greatly affected. It can easily 
be removed, but in this situation I could 
never persuade one of the women to show 
her face. 

In their persons and habitations they are 
intolerably slovenly. They seem, for the 
most part, to have a mortal aversion to the 
external application of water. With their | 
long hair filled with fish-oil, and some- | 
times decorated with feathers, their faces | 
daubed with dirt and paint, and their 
blanket, which they wear unwashed till 
covered with filth and vermin, they pre- | 
sent to the eye an affecting exhibition of 
degradation. Their habitations are gener- 
ally wretched hovels, without doors, win- | 
dows, floor, or chimney; and their domes- 
tic arrangements correspond to their dress 
and external appearance. They occasion- | 
ally build a decent house, and erect before | 
it a mast or log of wood of great size carved 
and painted fantastically. At the opening 
of a house of this kind, the owner makes a | 





feast, to which he invites his friends and | 


the principal men of the tribe. The guests | 


on such occasions eat and drink to satiety; || 


and after dancing to the music of their rude 
drum, they receive presents of slaves, , 
blankets, skins, &c., and retire. This | 
ceremony costs a man no small share of 
his property; but it confers upon him great | 


honor, which, to a North-West Indian, is || 


an equivalent. On such occasions a slave is 
sometimes killed, at other times liberated. 
These tribes are more industrious, I be- | 
lieve, than most savages. The men hunt, 
take their fish, build their houses, and fur- | 
nish them with domestic furniture. The 
women assist in curing their winter pro- 
visions, make their own garments, and, 
from a kind of grass, manufacture hats of 
a good quality. Formerly, from the wool 
of the mountain sheep they wrought blan- 
kets and other garments, coarse indeed, but 
durable and curious. Nor are they desti- 
tute of ingenuity. This they exhibit in | 


VOL. XXVI. 


* 


Exploring Tour on the North-West Ceast. 345 


| the construction of their war canoes, in 
| the carving of busts, in the manufacturing 
of hats fm. baskets, spoons, knives, pails, 
and other dishes, curious stone pipes, 
masks, and other curiosities. Considering 
how few mechanical implements they pr 
sess, these indicate no inconsiderable skill. 

Polygamy extensively prevails. Every 
man may have as many wives as he chooses 
to support. Shebasha, a chief of a tribe of 
that name, is said to have no less than ten 
wives. Many have two and three. The 
influence which this practice has upon do- 
mestic happiness may easily be conceived, 
though I have not had opportunity to learn 
the precise extent of it. Their women are 
treated with more deference than they are 
among most heathen nations. They are 
generally consulted by their husbands, 
when engaged in trade. When the hus- 
band is intoxicated, the wife, if sober, sub- 
jects him to her authority; and in case of 
resistance, I have seen her beat him un 
mercifully. ‘They seem peculiarly fond of 
their children,—infanticide prevailing to 
the contrary notwithstanding. This shock- 
ing practice, I scarcely need say, is con- 
fined to the unmarried. 

Slaves are considerably numerous, and 
are in high demand. They are obtained of 
tribes farther south, and are objects of fre- 
quent barter. They do all the drudgery, 
and though they seem to live in common 
with their owners, yet they are an unhappy 
class of beings. eir life is at the dispo- 
sal of their masters, and at the death of a 
chief one or more of his slaves is uniformly 
sacrificed. These Indians are much addict- 
ed to gambling. They employ sticks six 
or eight inches long, and nearly an inch in 


circumference. These they paint with 


different colors, shuffle, and conceal in 
their garments, or in a kind of soft mate- 
rial made of the bank of the cedar, and in 
their games they frequently stake all their 


property. 
Gorcrnment. 


To every tribe there are several chiefs, 
but their authority is rather nominal than 
real. Formerly it is said to have been 
much greater than at present. In war they 
take the lead; at other times all authority 
is disregarded. ‘These men possess a kind 
_ of independence, which scorns eyery thing 
like restraint. The Indians on Queen 
Charlotte’s Island say, “We are all chiefs.” 
They have nothing like laws. Every man 
has influence in proportion to his property, 
and his property is generally proportioned 
to his strength. Physical force governs. 
Poverty they consider disgraceful. He who 
has snaath and skill enough to obtain 
property will acquire influence, and he 
who has sufficient influence to gather 
around him a class of warriors, is to all in- 


|| tentsachief. He neither fears nor submits 


| to any man. 
| (To be continued. ] 




















REPORT OF THE MISSION SCHOOLS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING JULY |, 1830. 


FULL reports from the schools under {the pat- | 
ronage of the Board in the Choctaw nation have | 
recently been received, and the principal facts | 
contained in them will be given here, in order | 
that the friends of the cause may see what have | 
been the results of missionary labors in this de- | 
partment, during the last year. 

The reports of the previous year, published in | 
the January number, p. 20, showed a very great | 


increase in the number of the scholars, espe- | 


cially of those studying the Choctaw language, 
above that reported in any preceding year. 
The increase was mainly owing to the interest 
which the people felt in acquiring religious 
knowledge; and the learners were principally 
full Choctaw adults. Many of those hopefully 
converted, and others who were serious, strongly 
desired so much acquaintance with letters as to 


be able to read the portions of Scripture, hymns, || 


&c.; which had been printed in their language. 
A very considerable number, as seen by the re- 
ports, have accomplished this. Previous to 
feeling this new interest on the subject of relig- 
ion, they manifested no desire for this knowledge, 
and could by no means be induced to submit 
to the labor and confinement of acquiring it. 
During the last year the increase in the number 
of scholars has also been great, as may be seen 
by the report. 

Elliot —The whcle number of scholars is 48, 
viz. 31 boys and 17 girls; average attendance 
35; 6 read in Choctaw only; 28 in Choctaw and 
English; 16 studied arithmetic, 23 geography, 


and 7 grammar; 3 composed in English, and 25 | 


wrote. The scholars of both schools performed 
the usual amount of labor when not occupied in 
study. One girl commenced the term in her 
alphabet, and at the end of it could read in any 
book with tolerable correctness. She was so 
much interested in her reading that she read the 
Evangelists nearly or quite through, while out of 
school. 

Mayhew.—Whole number of scholars 56—31 
boys, 25 girls; average number 43; 4 left with 
a common education; 4 read Choctaw only; 48 
Choctaw and English; 11 studied arithmetic, 16 
geography, 7 grammar; 21 composed in En- 
glish, and 42’ wrote. Of those who have left 
school with a common education, two sustain a 
good Christian character, one is a hired laborer 
at one of the stations, and another is teaching a 
native school.—Labors of the scholars out of 
school, and the Sabbath school instruction have 
been much as usual. 
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Choctaws. | 


‘Choctaw only 2; in Choctaw and English 23; 
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Goshen.—Whole number of scholars 45—29 
boys and 16 girls; average avmber, 31; read in 


studied arithmetic 12, geography 8, grammar 2; 
15 composed in English, and 24 wrote. Two 
left school with a good English education, one 
of whom, a girl, who has been in school about 
five years, would not suffer by comparison with 
well educated girls of her age in New-England. 
Two others have left who read, write, and com- 
pose with a good degree of accuracy in Choc- 
taw, and with such a character as encourages 
the expectation that they will do good among 


| their people.—In the Sabbath school 4,800 verses 


of Scripture in English, and 686 in Choctaw 
were recited, and 664 verses of English, and 
| 110 of Choctaw hymns, together with 134 an- 
| swers in catechisms.—The labors out of school 
| have been as usual.—In the vicinity of the sta- 
| tion it is estimated that as many as 40, not con- 
| nected with the schools, can read well in the 





Choctaw books; and as many as 100 others in 
| the Choctaw spelling lessons. 
Emmaus.—Whole number 26—18 boys, 8 
| girls; average number 14; 12 read Choctaw and 
English; 6 studied arithmetic, 11 geography, 6 
| grammar; 6 composed in English, and 9 wrote.— 
| At the Sabbath recitations, 1§ scholars repeated 
with a good degree of accuracy 5,251 verses of 
| Scripture, and 1,778 answers to catechetical 
questions. 

School at Juzon’s——Whole number 15—12 
_ boys, 3 girls; average number 14; none read 

Choctaw; 9 read the English Testament, 4 

studied arithmetic, 4 geography, 3 grammar; 4 

composed in English, and 9 wrote. This school 

was taught by a mixed blooded native, who fin- 
ished what education he has at the Choctaw 
academy. He gave the people much satisfae- 
tion, and was a good teacher. No mission fam- 
ily resides at the place. 
Ai-ik-hun-na.—Scholars 24—16 boys, 8 girls; 
all full Choctaws, and are taught only in their 
own language; 15 read pretty well, and 9 are 
in spelling lessons. None were boarded at the 
expense of the mission, and none left school. 
Hebron.—Scholars 22-14 boys, 8 girls, all 
boarding with their parents; average 12; 18 full 
blooded; 16 read Choctaw only, 6 in Choctaw 
and English, and 12 wrote. The average num- 
ber of scholars, during the last half of the year, 
, was double what it was during the first half. 
| Yok-nok-cha-ya.—Scholars 30-19 boys, 1 
girls; average 18, all boarding at their homes; 

24 full Choctaws; 17 read Choctaw only, 9 

Choctaw and English; 2 study arithmetic, 2 
| geography; 2 compose in English, and 16 wrote. 
| Hik-a-shub-a-ha.—Scholars 12—boys 7, girls 
| 5; average 11; all study their native language 
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only, and are full Choctaws. This school is 
taught by a full Choctaw young man who was 
educated at the mission schools. He does not | 
understand English well, but is ‘an excellent | 
teacher in his own language. He commenced | 
with 12 scholars in the alphabet; and at the end | 
of three months from that time, nine of them 
could read very well in the Scripture transla- 
tions. 

Besides learners collected into the schools, | 
about two hundred and fifty Choctaws, adults 
and children, have been tauglit at their own 
houses, or in neighborhoods, or at religious 
meetings, by the missionaries. 

Summery.—Whole number of natives in- 
structed under the direction of the missionaries, 
during the last year, was 528, of whom 278 
were in the schools at the several stations, and 
176 were boarded in the mission families. . The 
average number attending on instruction was 
194; 299 are full blooded Choctaws, and 229 
mixed; in the schools 177 were males and 101 
females; 67 were new scholars; 17 left school 
with a good common education; 36 read in spell- 
ing lessons, 36 in English reading lessons, 63 in 
the English Testaments, 58 in English Reader; 
90 spell and 245 read in Choctaw only; 126 read 
in both Choctaw and English; 51 studied arith- 
metic, 64 geography, 22 grammar; 57 composed 
in English, 12 in Choctaw, 11 in Choctaw and 
English, and 137 wrote 

It is often said that few if any of the full 
blooded Indians will submit to the confinement 
and labor of learning to read, or to such a change 
of habits as is necessary when they become 
members of the schools. But it is seen here 
that nearly two-thirds of all the learners in the 
Choctaw mission schools are full Indians. 


Choctaws:—State of Religion. 
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edge in becoming more wicked and mischievous; 
but notwithstanding that some will learn but 
very little, and the acquired intellecwal supe- 
riority of some may be nearly lost by the debas- 
ing influence which may be exerted over them, 
and the knowledge of others may be controlled 
| by great depravity, yet it cannot be but that the 
; mass of them, having their minds enlarged and 
strengthened by the study of all the branches 
commonly taught in our schools, and well stored 

ith the doctrines and precepts of the Bible, 





‘| should through life exhibit an elevation and 
‘| general improvement of character. 
|| effects of the schools, in qualifying the young to 
.| be good mechanics, good teachers, and intelli- 


Indeed the 


| gent members of Christian churches, are already 
witnessed. 


STATE OF THE CHURCHES, WITH THE AD- 
DITIONS TO THEM DURING THE YEAR END- 
ING JULY 1 


? 


THE past year has been a very eventful one 
to the Chectaws. During the first half of it the 
Holy Spirit was manifestly operating powerfully 
on the minds of the people. Respect for Chris- 
tianity, diligent attendance on religious meet- 
_ ings, serious inquiry after wuth, prayer and re- 
formation of life, and hopeful conversion to 
| God, were extensively witnessed among the 
people. But the political exigencies of the na- 


|| tion, as noticed at p. 250, have filled the whole 


There is in them no such aversion to confine- : 


ment, or labor, or change of habits, as cannot be 
overcome, when they see that their welfare is to 
be promoted by it. The serious Choctaws wish- 
ed to read the Scripture extracts and the hymns 
prinied in their language, and in achieving this, 
the difficulties in the way were easily sur- 
mounted. 


A large number of the Choctaws who have 
learned to read, during the last two years, have 


done it with a specific object in view—that of | 


getting access to the knowledge contained in 
their books; so that the value of the acquisition 
is greatly enhanced, and is to be estimated not 
simply as an acquisition, but principally as an 


inlet to important knowledge. It has heretofore | 
been regarded too much as an art of little use | 


beyond the honor of possessing it. Many of the 
learners now in the schools may, from vafious 
causes, never be much benefitted by what they 


learn; while some may even use their knowl- | 


| 


people with alarm and anxiety, and brought on 

the Christian party much embarrassment and 
| even persecution; and the high hopes entertained 
| seem likely to be dashed. 

The first extract here given respecting the 
| state of religion among the people is from Mr. 
| Byington, under date of July 30, and relates 

principally to the north-east district. 


Since the first of July, 1829, the gospel 
has been preached by the missionaries con- 
nected with the Mayhew church, not only 
in many and distant places in this district, 
but in the Six-'Towns and in the Chicka- 
saw nation. And so far as I am able to 
judge, at every place except one, there has 
boon striking success in this work of mercy. 
At some places the evidence has been 
great, and in all good. ‘To the Lord be all 
the praise. For when we have preached 
in former years at some of the same places, 
death seemed to reign over the soul. In 
various ways you must already have been 
informed of the manner of our conducting 
the worship of God at our public meetings. 
The work, so far as I can judge, seemed to 
have had a small, and at the time, to us 
unknown commencement, at a meeting 
held near Hebron with some Choctaws who 
had met to cut coal-wood and erect a small 
blacksmith’s shop, in September 1828. But 
it was more manifest at the meeting held 
here in December 1°23, and at Hebron and 












is 


Ai-ik-hun-na in January 1829; and still more 
at the great meeting early in June, at Long- 
Sweet-Gums. The very appointment of 
the meeting at that place seemed to be the | 
means of awakening some. “What is the | 


meeting for?” and * What shall 1 do?” were | 





inquiries started and stirring in the breasts | 


of some who lived in the village. From 
these beginnings the Lord has in his own 
way carried forward the work, till it has 
spread to a great distance. 

The mission erected a large house for 
public worship at Long-Sweet-Gums last 
autumn. There we most usually meet to 
celebrate the Lord's supper. We also 
meet at other places. The sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper has been administered 
eight times within the year ending the 
fifth of July; viz. once at Mayhew, twice 
at Ai-ik-hun-na, and five times at Long- 
Sweet-Gums. During the same period we 
received two hundred and two persons into 
the church; viz. one at Mayhew, 37 at Ai- 
ik-hun-na, 164 at Long-sweet-Gums. Dur- | 
ing the same period, 12] children were | 
baptised; viz. 16 at Mayhew, four at Ai- | 
ik-hun-na, and 101 at Long-Sweet-Guus. | 
The members of our church are scattered | 
from the settlement at Ai-ik-hun-na on the | 
west to the Tombigbee on the east, and | 
from the south part of the Chickasaw Na- | 
tion to the country 40 miles to the south- | 
west and 50 to the south of Mayhew. We 
have thought it best to have the church 
remain united as one church, while the 
oo of labor for each evangelist is assigned 

im. 

I hope that a great number of the people | 
have in reality been born of the Holy Spirit..| 
Of all that have united with the church | 
only a small number have conducted in an | 

' 
| 





improper manner. At our last communion 
season there were four persons present who 
had acted improperly and with whom the | 
session conversed. One of them, a female, 
was commanded by her uncle to omit 
prayer. She was also drawn into the ring 
where a great company were engaged ina 
heathen dance. She confessed her fault, 
appeared to be penitent, and was restored 
to her former standing. The other three 
did not commune. We did not deem it 
proper to adopt a severe course of disci- 
pline. Our church members are tempted 
not only by their associates and persons 
still belonging to the pagan party, but also 
by white men, some of whom reside in the 
nation, and others on the borders of it. It 
js not true that all white men thus act. 
There are some true friends to the Choc- 
taws and to the Gospel, both among the 
whites residing in the nation, and those 
on its borders. But there are others who 
ridicule religion, and offer ardent spirits to | 
the Indians. Many, notwithstanding all 
these trials, endure and make it to be felt 
that God is with them of atruth. About 
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| esive a part of their annuity. A great 
number of professors of religion were pre- 
|sent. I have heard of only two who drank 
whiskey to excess; while of those who re- 
= the, Gospel seven have lost their lives. 
think it must be admitted by all who know 
them, that religion has done something for 
‘the Choctaws. About two months since a 
large number met in council near this 
|place. At night nearly two hundred of 
'the pious people met under the council 
| house for prayer and praise. Their sing- 
| ing was sweet and good, and was heard at 
| the distance of more than amile. At the 
‘same time those who choose not to know 
the Gospel met at a little distance to dance 
and sing in their heathenish manner dur- 
ing the night. Occasionally, when there 
was a pause in our meeting, the shout of 
the pagans at their dances struck on the 
ear and affected the heart most painfully. 
The distinction is broad and striking be- 
tween the believing and the unbelieving 
portions of the people. 

The effects of this revival are to be seen 
in the reformed life of many a Choctaw. 
They seem now to a great extent to be 
clothed and in their right mind, and seated 
at the feet of Christ. ‘They have more real 
love for each other, they attend better to 
the preaching of the Gospel and to prayer 
meetings. In many houses family worship 
| is observed, and many pray a great deal in 
| secret. Parents in many instances have 

been much affected when giving up their 
| children to God in baptism. We must wait 
| to know more about ourselves and about 
our people. It is probable that we exhib- 
it our natural traits of character although 
we may indeed be born of the Spirit. And 
we expect to see much of the same in all— 
red, black, white, and yellow people,—al- 
| though they become real Christians. 


| 


Considering how strong and great the relig- 
ious excitement in the nation was nine months 
| or a year ago, and how entirely uninstructed in 
| the nature and requirements of the Gospel the 
' people had previously been, it is not strange, if 
| many, influenced by what seemed to be the gen- 
| eral current of feeling, should wish to be num- 
| bered among the serious, and even to gain ad- 
| mittance to the church, who were not subjects 
| of genuine conversion to God, and perhaps even 
| had no just views of their character as sinners. 
| Nor is it strange, when the tide of feeling was 
| suddenly turned, and the mass of the people 
| were set against Christianity, when threats, re- 
| proaches, and exclusion from all offices were 
used against its professors, and when every 
| thing seemed to forbode a severer persecution, 
that such persons should lose their attachment 
| to the Gospel, and show that they had never felt 
But so far as accounts 


| its renewing influence. 





the middle of this month thousands of the |, have been received the namber of those who 
Choctaws met at the trading house to re- 1 have thus painfully disappointed the hopes of the 
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missionaries is small—much smaller than would 
have been anticipated, in view of the unex- 
pected and very severe trials to which they are 
subjected, and the arts and almost force which 
relatives and associates use to allure them back 
to their former practices. Facts were stated on 
this point at pp. 253-4. 

Since the middle of July the affairs of the 
Christian portion of the Choctaws have recov- 
ered in some measure from the depressed state 
referred to above. Mooshoolatubbe the oppos- | 
ing chief in the northeast district, has been com- 
pelled by Le Fleur to resign his office, and the | 
authority of Neetokachi in the southern district | 
has been very much reduced; and Col. Folsom, 
and Col. Garland, who resigned their offices at 
the general council in March, have been re- 
elected by the Christian parties in their respec- 
tive districts, and seem determined to manage 
affairs at this critical period, as well as they | 
can. Still the political affairs of the nation do not 
seem to be settled. Amidst all this opposition | 
the power of the Gospel is still manifest. Under , 
date of July 13th, Mr. Kingsbury writes:— 





We also have evidence that the Lord has 
not forsaken his church, in this part of the 
nation. The first Sabbath this month we 
had one of the most interesting communion 
seasons that have been enjoyed at Hika- | 
shubaha. 31 natives were added to the 
ehurch. Iam, however, not without fears, 
that persons are admitted to the church 
faster than it is expedient that they should 
be. But as to this I would not speak posi- | 
tively. 
take in regard to this subject. Time and | 
experience must test it. 


We may all have been in a mis- | 


Before proceeding to notice the state of things 
in the southern part of the nation, a few state- | 
ments forwarded by Mr. Cushman, under date | 
of July 1, may be added, respecting the general | 
improvement of the people in the vicinity of 
Hebron. This is undoubtedly to be traced di- 
rectly to the influence of the mission, and is a 
sample of what has been witnessed to a greater 
or less extent in many other neighborhoods. 





During the past year, until recently, the | 
prospect in regard to the improvement of| 
the people in this vicinity has been truly 
flattering. A serious attention to religion, | 
accompanied by a spirit of industry and en- 
terprise, has been generally manifest. The 
people have appeared to go forward with 
the full expectation of soon becoming a 
civilized and Christian community. 

Some of the full Choctaws have learned 
to stock ploughs and do other mechanical 
work, which is very useful. In the villa- 
ges near this place there are fourteen men | 
and boys who now wear pantaloons, where |, 
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| two years ago there was but one; and as a 


general thing, they are a month earlier in 
the caltivation of their farms than is usual, 
besides making considerable additions. 
The improvement of the females in dress, 
needle-work, and in every other respect, is 
fully equal to that of the males. Nearly the 
whole population over six or eight years 
of age have committed to memory 16 or 20 
hymns, and as many or more tunes, which 
they sing delightfully. A number of the 


| adults have learned to read the Choctaw 


language in words of two or three syllables, 
and a few can read the hymns. 


The attention to religious instruction in the 
southern part of the nation began nearly a year 
laterthan in the northern and western; and dur- 
ing the latter part of the year 1829, and the early 
part of 1830, a desire for religious knowledge 
and an anxiety about their salvation became 
very extensive among the people. The mission- 
aries hoped that many were thoroughly con- 
victed of sin and born of God. Under date of 
May 13th, Mr. Wright, of Goshen, wrote— 


The past has been to me a year of no 
common interest. ‘The change which took 
place in this people in relation to the Gos- 
pel was great and surprising. To me who 
had long labored, apparently in vain, the 
commencement of this work was like the 
rising of the sun after a long, dark, and 
gloomy night; and produced emotions in 
my mind which are more easily conceived 


| than described. The progress of the work 


has been watched with painful solicitude. 


| Indications of its increase have been view- 
| ed with joyful and grateful emotions, 


while on the other hand, indications of its 
decline have been very distressing. Dur- 
ing the winter the people were much scat- 
tered, and the work appeared to be ata 
stand. But the spring opened with a 
brighter prospect, and the work seemed to 
receive a new impulse, especially in the 
vicinity of Goshen. 


Immediately upon this state of things follow 
the political disturbances, the opposition to re- 
ligious meetings, and the deposing of Christian 
chiefs, mentioned at pp. 253-4. On the Sth of 
July, Mr. Wright wrote to Mr. Kingsbury that 
the Christian portion of the Choctaws in the 
vicinity of Goshen, and in the other southern 
parts of the nation had been compelled, by the 
abusive treatment which they received from the 
opposing party, to unite in measures for their 
own defence. “At the close of a religious meet- 
ing they took into consideration their present 
condition, and spent most of the night in consul- 
tation. They came to the conclusion to re-ap- 
point Col. Garland their chief, and to acknowl- 
edge no other man as theirchief. He with much 
reluctance consented. Eight native members 








were added to the church yesterday, [July 4th] 
making in all 70 native members in the churches 
in Emmaus and Goshen. Three if not four of 
this number, I fear have become apostates.” A 
small number, indeed, Mr. Kingsbury remarks, 
from so large a number of professors, under such 
great trials. It should call forth our gratitude 
to the great Head of the Church, whose power 
has sustained them in their tribulations. 

The church at Emmaus, consisting of the 
mission family, had received no additions ex- 
cept one white woman and two white men pre- 
vious to last January. Respecting the additions 
since that time, Mr. Gage, the teacher at the 
station, writes under date of July 1— 


Thirty-seven Choctaws have been re- 
ceived to the fellowship and communion 
of the church, and seventeen children have 
been baptized, exclusive of children of the 
mission family. While we rejoice in the 
close walk and godly conversation of most 
of the members of the church, we are con- 
strained to weep over the irregular walk of 
others. The prospect is that some must | 
soon be cut off and sent out from us, that it 
may be made manifest that they were not 
of us. 





Mr. E. H. Walker, a licensed preacher who 
acted as an evangelist in the vicinity of Em- | 
maus, during four months preceding the close of 
July, gave, on leaving the station, the following | 
particulars respecting the course of instruction || 
pursued, and the religious state of the people. | 
The meetings begin on Saturday evening, and | 
terminate on Monday morning, because that the 
scattered state of the people would otherwise 
require many of them to spend a large part of | 
the Sabbath in travelling. At most of the sta- | 
tions among the Indians, many of the congrega- | 
tion adopt the method here mentioned. The | 
smallness of the meetings is owing to the fact, 
that the period here reviewed is that during 
which the opposition to the Gospel has been 
most violent. 


| 


During my residence among this people, 

I have preached in this district or that of 
Goshen every Sabbath, except two. The 
course of instruction, with few variations, 
has been as follows. The people assem- || 
bled at the place appointed on Saturday | 
evening, when there was singing, prayer, || 
and short addresses; on Sabbath morning || 
at sunrise, singing and prayer, with the || 
reading and explaining a few verses of || 
Scripture; two or three sermons in the \ 
course of the day; in the evening a short || 
discourse or personal conversation; and on 
Monday morning the meeting was co.- || 
t| 

\ 

ii 





cluded with singing and prayer. Tue 
number of attendants has generally been 
from thirty, to forty, and at times much 
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larger. I have also held meetings occa- 
sionally during the week, and have virited 
almost every family once at their own 
house, and many of them much oftener. 
I have also met with the people several 
times in council, and with one exception, 


| we have not left the ground without a song 
_ of praise and an address to the throne of 


grace. 

Aithough at times there has been a great 
want of attention to preaching, yet in many 
instances a strong desire for instruction 
has been evinced. On one occasion, after 
preaching, I said to the congregation, “As 
most of you have walked a great distance, 
I suppose you are fatigued and wish to lie 
down, but if any desire personal conver- 
sation, I will gladly converse with you.” 
An old man, a captain, immediately arose 
and replied, “It is true I have come a great 
distance and am tired, but I would wil- 
lingly sit all night to hear you talk about 
my soul.” 

On account of the political disturban- 
ces of the nation, and the opposition of 
some of the head men and their warriors 
to the Gospel, Christians have had their 
faith and confidence in God greatly tried. 
At times they have been ready to give up 
all for lost; but on being made acquainted 
with the promises of God to his people, 


|| and their fulfilment, their spiritual strength 
| has been renewed, and they have gone on 


their way rejoicing, And notwithstandin 
the exertions which have been made, bot 


| by some of their white neighbors and their 


brethren according to the flesh, to induce 
them to renounce the Gospel and turn back 
to their heathen practices, yet, with the ex- 
ception of a very few, their walk and con- 


| versation, so far as is knewn, has not been 


inconsistent with their high profession. 


On perusing the extracts which have just been 
given, respecting the progress of religion in dif- 
ferent parts of the Choctaw nation, it will be 
seen, that, during the year ending with July Ist, 


| two hundred and seventy-two persons were ad- 
ded to the churches; which, with the sixty, who 


were added during the preceding year, makes 
the number brought into the church since the 
religious attention commenced three hundred and 
thirty-two 
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LETTER FROM DR. PALMER, 
15th, 1830. 


Circumstances and Prospects of the School. 


In giving an account of the station occupied by 
Dr. Palmer before the removal of this portion of 
the Cherokees, p. 88—90, vol. xxv., it was men- 
tioned that the families then settled around him, 
intended to remove and settle together on their 


new lands. ‘This intention they in part car 








1830. 


ried into effect. The school is now on the 
same footing as formerly, except that a por- 
tion of the scholars are boarded in the mission 
family on the condition that their parents fur- 
nish their provisions. Others board with their 
parents. The Indians expect to defray the 
principal expense of the station. 


The school was opened and kept up ac- 
cording to the arrangements made by the 
district. At first there were about a dozen 
scholars, and in a few days the number in- 
creased to thirty, twenty of whom were 
little girls. This was five or six more | 
than we intended taking, but we could not 
well reject them. They all were comfort- | 
ably clad and provided with bed clothes; 
and Col. Webber furnished the bread stuff 
and meat for their board. With the excep- 
tion of two or three, the scholars were all 
very steady, and seemed to make good | 
progress in the common branches of edu- | 
cation; and what rendered the school more 
interesting and orderly was the interest | 
taken in it by the chiefs of the district. | 
They felt that the school was theirs, and | 
for the good of their children, and that it 
was dependent in a measure upon them for 
patronage. If atany time difficulty should 
occur in the management of the school, I 
was directed to send for the chiefs of the 
district, which would relieve me aud ward , 
off any blame. From time to time whole- | 
some regulations were adopted: one of 
which was, that the scholars of the school 
shall all be required to attend public wor- | 
ship on the Sabbath, when it is held in the | 
neighborhood where they are; and they 
shall not be permitted to range about the 
fields for play or sport on the Sabbath. To 
secure the school from interruption by 
drunken persons, the district council pass- | 
eda law to inflict a penalty upon any such | 
offender. 

The school has been interrupted some | 
by my medical practice. There was an | 
epidemic through the country, last winter 
and spring, which proved fatal to numbers 
of the Cherokees. While it prevailed I 
was called off frequently; but to save the | 
school I rode a good deal in the night, and 
sometimes a medical student who is read- 
ing with me assisted me in the school. 

am convinced that our school would be | 
sufficiently large, if the whole burden of 
support should rest upon the parents. Many 
of them are abundantly able. 





Beneficial Influence of Medical. Practice. 


In the medical department I have had 
raore to do than I could wish. I have 
avoided labor of this kind as much as | 
could with propriety, in order to save my | 
time for other purposes. In some cases, | 
howeyer, I have gone to visit the sick | 
when I was not called for, knowing the 
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| cient mode of conjuration, or prejudiced 
| against all white people and particularly 
| missionaries. While the epidemic before 
spoken of was most alarming, | providen- 
tially heard of its violent attack upon a Cher- 
okee woman, wife of a full blood Cherokee, 
and a known enemy of the missionaries 
and of the Christian religion. He isa man 
of some property, reputation, and influence 
among his people. Knowing his prejudi- 
ces, Mrs. Palmer and myself had ro fre- 
quent opportunities to call upon him and 
show ourselves friendly. It was a Sabbath 
morning when I heard of his wife’s sick- 
ness, and as there were several others in 
the neighborhood attacked at the same 
time, I concluded to omit public worship. 
Accordingly I took my interpreter and 
spent the day in visiting the sick who had 
not sent for me. When we came to this 
man’s dwelling, I found him waiting on 
his wife with despair depicted in his coun- 
tenance. She was so prostrated by only a 
few hours operation of this dreadful mal- 
ady, that she could not be raised up in the 
bed without fainting. I said “My friend, 
{ heard of your wife’s sickness, and 
have come to see her; and if you wish it, 
I will try to help her; it may be I can help 
her.”’ He said he was glad I came, and 
would be thankful if | would do something 
for his wife, for he despaired of her recovy- 
ery. I applied the usual remedies for two 
or three days, when she had so far recov- 
ered as to be able to walk about. Upona 
subsequent call at his door, he appeared 
glad tu see me, and would have me get 
down and go in, and his wife set food be- 
fore me with an appearance of great pleas- 
ure. Now, thought I, the way is open to 
interweave with our conversation some re- 
ligious remarks. But before the thoughts 
were matured, he directed the interpreter 
to say to me, “I believe if you had not 
come to visit my wife, when she was sick, 
that she would now have been im her 
grave.’ As he said this, tears flowed 
freely down his cheeks. I told him 1 was 
thankful if God had made me the instru- 
ment of saving her life. “Within a few 
days,” continued he, “I have been think- 
ing much about your business. I see you 
travelling often night and day, in all kinds 
of weather, to visit the sick. I go to your 
house and see a large family of children, 
not your own, whom you labor to instruct, 
and on every Sabbath I hear of your 
preaching to our people the word of God. 
From this time you may look upon me as 
your friend. I have been at your meet- 
ings once or twice, and have heard a little 
of the word of God, and what I have heard 
is good. I will now listen to it, and on ev- 
ery Sabbath when it is practicable, my fam- 
ily and myself will be present at the place 
of worship.”” I said I was glad to hear 
him talk so; that Mrs. P. and myself had 
left dear connections to come into this 


people to be strongly attached to their an- |) distant country for the sole purpose of do- 








* 


. 
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ing him and his le good; that we loved || which intoxicating liquors were making among 
them, and therefore abored for them cheer- || this portion of the Cherokees. The statements 


fully; and that we wished to see them 
happy in this life, but especially we wish- 
ed to teach them the way of salvation, so 
that they might be happy in death, and 
happy in the world to come. I told him I 
hoped he would keep his promise, and at- 
tend meetings, where he would hear more 
of God and the way of salvation. This 





man afterwards insisted upon giving me a 
very lovely little boy of his, about two | 
ears old. While attending upon his wife, | 
observed he was much attached to this 
child, and I told him pleasantly he must | 
give him to me, and I would make a doc- | 
tor of him. He said witha smile he would. | 
I thought no more of it; but since then he | 
has brought him, and formally given him 
up, and have ventured to receive him. 
his is but one instance among many of 
the favorable influence of the mee: Sew prac- 
tice among this people. Conjurers in this 
neighborhood and their incantations have 
generally, it may be said, gone into disre- 
pute, even with the full blood Cherokees. 


Many of the Cherokees possess property and 
are able, and expect to pay for the medical at- 
tention they receive. The amount paid by them 
to Dr. Palmer last year was such as to aid ma- 
terially in the support of the station. To the 
poor and unenlightened among them his ser- 
vices are gratuitous. Nearly twenty dollars 
were contributed, principally by full Cherokees, | 
at their own suggestion, and presented to Dr. 
P. to be used by him in purchasing medicines. | 
The chief by whom it was presented expressed | 
their feelings of obligation for the benefits they 
had received, and expressed the hope that they 
should be able to give more for the same object 
next year. : 


Progress in Religion and Morals. 


I have been enabled to keep up preach- 
ing at two places, and at both of them there 
is something that is interesting. The 
meetings are generally well attended, and 
often the tears of the congregation denote 
the presence of the Holy Spirit The at- | 
tention usually paid to the word, renders 
the work of instruction delightful. Some 
we hope are under the saving influences of | 
the Spirit, and two Cherokee women have | 
recently begun to hope that they are par- 
doned and renewed. For some months 

t there has been a female prayer-meet- 


} 


ing, on the day of the monthly concert for || 


prayer. These meetings we regard as pe- 
culiarly useful. The females are encour- 
aged in them to speak freely of the exer- 
cises of their minds, and make ali the in- 
quiries they wish on the subject of religion. 


At page 299 statements were inserted from 





Mr. Washburn showing the 


lorable ravages 


of Dr. Palmer, which follow, confirm what was 
then communicated, and show how perfectly 
vain it is to hope to remove the Indians so far 
that the enterprise of unprincipled white men, 
urged on by cupidity, shall not reach them. 
The frauds committed and the consequent im- 
poverishment of the Indians constitute but a 
small portion of the evil occasioned. 


While some, we hope, are benefitted by 
our labors, many in our neighborhood, es- 
pecially in that part of it which borders on 
the white settlements, are giving them- 
selves up to dissipation and drunkenness. 
Indeed intemperance with all its horrid 
train of evils seems to threaten a speedy 
destruction of the nation. A few weeks 
}ago, I found at Mr. Price’s, one Sabbath 
|morning, as I went to preach, several 

drunken persons very loud and noisy, but 
| they moved off out of sight when divine 
service began. After the close of the ex- 
ercises, Mr. Price informed me that these 
| drunken fellows, with several others, had 
, been round his house all night; that near 
| by there had been on Saturday a large col- 
lection of idle people to attend a shootin 
| match; and that some of them ntaun 
| drinking and carousing all night, to his 
| great annoyance. He said it was a grief 
| to him to see ped ep so much given up 
to dissipation, and he asked “What can be 
done?” I told him of the temperance socie- 
ties at the east, and what great good was 
effected by them. He said he thought such 
a society might do good among his people. 
I told him if he thought so, we would make 
a trial of it. Several others sitting by were 
equally well pleased with the suggestion, 
and engaged to become members. The 
formation of a temperance society was 
what I had had in contemplation for sev- 
eral months, but never before had I seen 








| So fair an opportunity to ore it with’ 
,@ prospect of success. Mr 


Washburn 
| thought that now was the time to make 
| the attempt. Accordingly I embraced o 

| portunities to converse with many of the 
most respectable persons in the neighbor- 
| hood on the subject, and at length a pub- 
|lic meeting was appointed five days ago, 
for the purpose of organizing the society. 
On the day appointed, a good number of 
persons of both sexes convened at our 
place, and Mr. Washburn delivered an ap- 
propriate discourse. The constitution, re- 
quiring total abstinence, was then read, and 
after several addresses in Cherokee, thir- 
teen respectable persons came forward and 
subscribed to it. This number may be 
thought smail, but all the friends of the 
society are confident of its ultimate suc- 
cess. It is now proposed by the females to 
form a similar society among themselves, 
which will be encouraged. Over these 
prospects we rejoice with trembling. 




















1830. 





Lnvians ix New Fork. 


EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. SMITII, 


DATED AT CATTARAUGUS, AUG. 
1830. 


Notices respecting Religion and Education 
at the Stations. 


Cattaraugus.—During the summer, be- 
sides our meetings on the Sabbath, there 
have been meetings on "Tuesday and on 
Thursday, each week, one two miles west, 
and the other two miles east, of the mission 
house. The number of those who have 
attended public worship on the Sabbath 
has been as large as it formerly has been, 
when there has been no special excitement, 
with respect to religion; and I think I may 
say in truth, that the Indians have been 
more punctual in their attendance to re- 
ligious meetings during the week, than 


such meetings. 
imperfect knowledge which the Indian 


children have of the English language. 
Most of those who during the last winter 


and spring indulged hopes, that their sins |! 


were pardoned, still appear to be on the 
Lord's side, and to walk blameless in his 
commandments. One of this number was 
formerly a habitual drunkard. On the first 
Sabbath in July, one of the members of 
this church was excommunicated for in- 
temperance. He has for some time past 
attended public worship, and appears as if 
he did not use strong drink. <A few Sab- 
baths since, one of the brethren spoke to 
him upon a subject foreign to religion, to 
which he replied “It is the Sabbath, how 
can you talk upon such a subject? Lama 
poor lost sinner, I hoped you was going to 
say something which would do my soul 
good.”” I have sorae hope that this man may 
yet be reclaimed. When not under the 
influence of ardent spirits, he is kind and 
affectionate, and I have never heard of his 
having despised reproof or censured the 
church for its discipline. It is obvious, 
that, as achurch and people, we greatly 
need divine influence. The love of some, 
and perhaps of all, who profess piety here, 
has become cold, and a deep sleep has fallen 
upon the impenitent. This prayer is ap- 
plicable indeed to us, “O Lord revive thy 
work, in the midst of the years make 
known, in wrath remember mercy.” 
Alleghany.—There is a school this sum- 
mer at Alleghany, taught by Joseph San- 
ford, an Indian youth from Cattaraugus. 
There are two promising lads at Alleghany, 


each about thirteen years of age, who for | 


several months past have been supported 

by their parents, at the academy in Fredo- 

nia. Their improvement has been lauda- 

ble. One of these lads, is brother to Maris 

Pierce, whom I mentioned in a former let- 

ter, as a member of the same academy, and 
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attending to the study of Latin. During 
the summer Maris has been employed upon 
a farm, to obtain means for pursuing his 
studies during the next winter. 

One of the female members of the church 
at Alleghany died a few weeks since. 


| Last winter, when I was there in company 


with Mr. Harris, I remember she asked 
him if a true Christian ever had any fears 
and doubts with regard to his piety and 
his safety beyond the grave. At the com- 


| mencement of her illness, last spring, I 


visited her, and found that the hope which 
she indulged of future happiness was a 
trembling one; but I learned from the mem- 
bers of the church, that she has been dis- 
tinguished for her sobriety, and for her at-. 
tention to the duties of religion; and that 
she was so exemplary that no one could 
speak jll of her. Joseph Sanford has in- 
formed me by letter, that she was deprived 
of her reason for a considerable time be- 


‘ .|| fore her death, that a great number attend- 
white people generally are, who approve of || 
We have had, and still | 


have a Sabbath school, notwithstanding the | of the Lord was stretched over them on 


ed her funeral, and that they were very 
solemn. He says, “It seemed as if the arm 


the occasion.” 


Owing to ill heaJih, Mr. Smith was compelled 
to leave the mission about the end of August. 


| For the same reasox his appointment to mission- 


ary service was at first, by his own request, 


| limited to one year. During that period he was 


very assiduous in his labors for the spiritual 
good of the Indians, and was much esteemed by 
them. 

Seneca.—The usual number of Indians who 
assemble on the Sabbath is from 150 to 200, 
and their attention to instruction is good. More 
of the heathen party come in of late, than for- 
merly. The school contains about fifty pupils 
and is prosperous. 

Under date of Oct, 1, Mr. Bradley mentions 
that the schoo] had been much reduced by sick- 
ness, so that at times there were but half the 
usual number. The sickness, however, which 
had been very prevalent among adults as well as 
children, was abated. The Indians are much 
interested in a singing school, for which they 
have hired a well qualified native teacher. The 
same cause which had diminished the number 
of scholars, also diminished, for the time, the 


| number of persons attending meeting on the 


Sabbath. Much union prevailed in the church 
and among the people, and thus the great hin- 
drance to a revival was taken away. Some 
members of the mission family had been affected 
with the prevailing sickness, but were recovering. 

Tuscarora.—The Indians at this station have 
recently painted their chapel at an expense of 
more than fifty dollars. Temperance, sobriety, 
and industry prevail. One or two have become 
hopefully pious. The school is attended regu- 
larly by 18 or 20 pupils. 
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Proceevings of 
FOREIGN. 


—_—-— 


MISSION OF THE CHURCH MISSIONARY 5S0- 
CIETY IN LOWER EGYPT. 


Tut labors and journies of the missionaries of 
this mission, for the purpose of distributing the 
Scriptures and religious tracts among the rem- 
nants of the Coptic and Greek churches, scat- 
tered in the various cities and villages of Upper 
and Lower Egypt, have been noticed, to con- 
siderable extent, at pp. 286 and 355, vol. xxiv; 
and pp. 219 and 294, vol. xxv. Ina late tour 
through the Delta, Rev. J. T. R. Lieder had 
much intercourse with these nominal Christians, 
witnessed their state of ignorance and depres- 
sion, and left in their schools, convents, and fam- 
ilies, many copies of the Bible or of portions 
of it, and of tracts. From the number and con- 
ition of these people, as represented by Mr. 
Lieder, compared with the statements made re- 
specting them by Mr. Jowett, it seems that they 
are in a languishing state, and will soon become 
extinct, unless something is done speedily to 
increase knowledge and piety among them. 
Their readiness to receive the Scriptures, and 
especially, to use them in their schools, gives 
some ground to hope that, by the divine blessing 
on missionary labors, they may be restored to 
their pristine life and purity. 


July 29, 1829.—Landed ata very early hour, 
at Zephte, a town on the western bank, and in- 
habited by many Christians: their ignorance is 
astonishing, as well as their indifference respect- 
ing the word of God. Several asked me why 
we had but four Gospels, thinking there were 
seven; and om { I found who knew nothing of 
the word of God, except the Psalms, and that 
there is an Old and a New Testament. As 
everywhere, so here, I found the boys most 
eager, but also the most ill-mannered: having, 
this morning, presented some with tracts, such 
a number of boys crowded, towards noon-day, 
near the vessel, and made such a terrible noise, 
as to oblige me, as words did not prevail, to 
permit my servant to strike them, in order to 
compel them to desist. As there were many 
Mahomedan children among these boys, the 
others would contend with them about the 
right to receive tracts; urging me not to give 
- bA 4 boy, — t he —_ the = 
or it an image of the virgin Mary. ere 
are about 90 Christian families in Zephte, who 
have one church, with a Kumus and a common 

t: the church is small and dark: part of it 
1s a school, with about 30 children. In the after- 
noon, several Mahomedans called on me; who 
behaved very well, so that, I am grieved to say, 
they surpass in manners andeducation most of 
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the Christians here. I read with them some pas- 
sages of the Scriptures; at which they shewed, 
externally at least, their satisfaction. One of 
them bought the book of Genesis; and three 
others I presented, on their own request, with 
the Psalms and Genesis: they revere the Psalms 
exceedingly; and the Old Testament would, in 
general, be received by many of them with 

leasure, if it were separated from the New. 
Boveral Christians told me that it is a disgrace 
to give the Mahomedans a book of the holy 
Scriptures, and I had much difficulty in con- 
vincing them of the ungodliness of such a prin- 
debe: 3 often heard Mahomedans say, that the 
Christians did not suffer them to read our books. 
The Mahomedans, however, do the same: they 
would beat a Christian if they happened to meet 
him with the Koran in his hand; and they can- 
not conceive that one who reads the Koran 
should not immediately do homage to Islam. I 
like very much to hear Mahomedans readin 
the Bible; because they read it purely and full- 
sounding, according to the grammar, as they 
read the Koran; whereas even the best educated 
Christians read it, and can read it only in their 
broken, corrupted dialect. ‘Towards evening a 
Coptic priest invited me to his house: I found 
several Christians assembled with him, and have 
_ that they listened to the truths of the Gos- 
pel. 


In the afternoon, we touched at Mit Demsis, 
a large village on the east side, where there is a 
Coptic convent, pretty regularly built, and con- 
secrated to St. George (mar Girgis.) As there 
are no Coptic friars in it at present, it is inhabit- 
ed by a married Coptic priest and his family: 
there are, besides, only seven Christian families 
here, who all live within the walls of the con- 
vent. ~ servant invited one and another to 
come on board the vessel; but he had no sooner 
brought, by much persuasion, one of the Copts, 
than he jumped on shore, and ran away. I was 
greatly surprised at this conduct, and lost no 
time in taking a few books and going to the con- 
vent. When I arrived, all houses were shut up, 
from fear: an old man at last appeared, whose 
fears I soon removed, and on whose persuasion 
the rest successively approached. They told 
me that, some time ago, a servant of the pacha 
arrived here, who forcibly took away two boys, 
and carried them to Cairo, to be educated there 
for the service of the pacha; and from that day 
they were in constant fear, After inspectin 
the church, to which women, children, old an 
young, followed me, and having presented those 
who could read with parts of the Scriptures and 
tracts, a young Greek, who has lived here for 
some time, invited me to his house. Several 
Copts joined us, and the leading subject of con- 
versation was, the kingdom of God—Christ ur- 
gentl — to us, Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you: but the natural 
man, “Seek ye first the things of this world.” 
One asked me, among other things, why I had 
no cross painted on my arm; which is the uni- 
versal custom of the Copts, as well as of the Sy- 
rian Christians. I answered, “Because I have 
Christ himself, who on the eursed wood of the 
cross bas offered his life for our sins, by faith in 
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my ee and if you have not THIs, you will 
not stand, at the day of judgment, before the 
throne of God, though you have hanging about 
you and painted on you a thousand crosses;” 
which all of them confirmed. One of the party 
ubserved: “There is no need for us to make 
crosses; since, from the fall of man to this day, 
God has made crosses everywhere, and in each 
man’s life, in order to guide us to humility; and 
you have but to stretch out your legs and your 
arms, and you are yourself a cross, as perfect as 
can be imagined.” I was much pleased to hear 
such an idea from the mouth of a Copt; as it 
evinces some reflection on religion, which is very 
rare among them. Another Copt remarked: “I 
only carry my cross in order that, if I should be 
slain anywhere, the Mahomedans may not take 
me up and bury me;” which is the most abomi- 
nable thought which a Copt can conceive. 

July 31.—-Towards noon-day, moored at 
Sammannoud, a considerable and populous 
place, on the left bank of this hounsh of the 
river: it is adorned with ‘three beautiful towers 
of Mosques; and is properly the suburb of Me- 
halet el Kebir, the capital of the Delta, from 
which it is two hours distant. 

Aug. 2, 1829.—This morning two Coptic 
priests called: they informed me, that, formerly, 
a large number of Christians resided here; but 
that, at this time, only 20 families remained, 
having one church, but no school. Three priests 
are stationed at the church, among whom there 
fs a Kumus: they behaved very kindly and 
openly towards me; and were thankful when I 
presented them, on their request, with the Psalms, 
in Coptic and Arabic. 

In the afternoon, crowds of boys and young 
men thronged near the vessel, for tracts; most 
of whom were Mahomedans. I carefully avoid- 
ed asking who were Mahomedans or Christians; 
and distributed tracts among all who couldread, 
but especially the epistles of St. John, and the 
parable of the sower. At this, the Christians 
exhibited envy and anger; calling to me con- 
tinually: “He is a Mahomedan!” “What a 
shame!” Among the rest, a bold little boy press- 
ed towards me, stretching out his hands, and 
begging a tract. Some young Christians, who 
were nearest to him, endeavored to push him 
back, calling to me, ‘He is a Mahomedan!” 
The little boy, however, lifted up his hands, and 
swore, either from mistake or from childish sim- 
plicity, by the life of his prophet, that he was a 
Christian! I gave him a tract, and dismissed 
him. Poor boy! may you become, in the full 
sense of the word, what you have sworn to be!— 
The tumult of the boys having attracted the at- 
tention of the sheik of the place, and as I was 
tuld that he had summoned several boys to him 
in order to see their books, I Jost no time in put- 
ting on my bornos (a kind of Turkish cloak,) 
and betaking myself to him, in order to prevent 
misunderstanding: he received me very kindly, 
and I was happy enough soon to succeed in sat- 
isfying him respecting the occurrence. On 
leaving, I presented him with a copy of Gene- 
sis, which he gratefully accepted. Mothers 
came and desired tracts for their sons, and sis- 
ters for their brothers; and, when I requested to 
see them, in order to try their power of reading, 
they answered, “that they were yet little and 
could not read; but they ——S that I 
should not come again, and they should thus be 
left without books, when able to read.” 

In the vicinity of Sammannoud there are some 
villages in which Christians live, who on Sun- 
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days come hither to church: hence the concourse 
of people whom I met with to-day. Towards 
evening I requested the captain of the vessel to 
steer to the opposite side of the river, hoping to 
obtain a little retirement; but I was prevented, 
by several Christians, who approached in boats: 
I conversed with them a little on the shore; and, 
on my promising to visit them again before sail- 
ing, they returned. While walking up and down 
on the bank of the Nile, contemplating the wav- 
ing waters pressing towards the sea, and ab- 
sorbed in reflection on the new heaven and the 
new earth in the 21st chapter of the Apocalypse, 
I had another unexpected, but cheering visit, 
A Coptic husbandman, living — Samman- 
noud, in El Miniet Sammannoud, who had been 
in Mehalet el Kebir, and to whose wife I had to- 
day given the Acts and some tracts, had just 
crossed the river with his wife, on their wa 
| home: the woman knew me immediately; and, 
| after directing her husband’s attention to me, 
|they both came. This affectionate, guileless 
| old man knew not how to exhibit his gratitude 
| enough; he kissed my hands many times, and 
| pressed them: towards his forehead and heart: 
| they both invited me and the crew to enter their 
cottage in the neighboring village, offering to 
| refresh us with all that they could afford; but it 
| was too late to go there, and I left them with 
some admonitions, blessing them with the peace 
of God. It is a custom with the Copts, and with 
, nearly all oriental Christians, on taking leave of 
‘a priest, to supplicate his blessing: he puts his 
hands on the heads of the people, and pronoun- 
ces on them the peace of God. Such elightful 
; moments occur but seldom, and tend to comfort 
| him on his way. This morning, I sent my ser- 
| vant with a number of books to Mehalet el Ke- 
bir, in order to offer them for sale to the Chris- 
| tians who live there; towards —- he return- 
ed, and said, that he had visited all the Mal- 
| lims, and that all had seen his books and said 
| they were provided with them, having bought 
| them from the abuna Mueller., The poor man 
looked very distressed, because nobody would 
, buy his books: he thinks every man should buy 
| the books, concerning which he knows so many 





( good things, viz: all he had learned and con- 


| ceived from my mouth: in fact, he needed to be 
‘looked at with a very friendly countenance, in 
| order to exhilarate him. 

This morning, shortly after sun-rise, I 
proceeded towards Mehalet el Kebir, which fi 


les 
two hours inland from here. This is a consider- 

| able town, adorned with twenty towers of Ma- 
'homedan mosques, and the seat of a bey: a 
| great quantity of linen and variegated woollen 
| clothes are manufactured here; and in the vicin- 
| ity there is cultivated much flax, hemp, and in- 
digo. About 100 Coptic families live here, who 
have a pretty large church, to which a Kumus 
and a common priest are appointed; they have 
also two schools, each of which is attended by 
only from 10 to 15 boys, and both are in a most 
miserable condition. I began with visiting the 
church; to the fore yard of which curiosity had 
already conducted a few Christians, who came 
not, indeed, to hear some good things for their 
immortal souls, but to learn news about the war: 
as soon as they perceived that I was not a living 
azette, they had nothing more to say or ask. 
 Copts thought to have found out from the 
Apocalypse, and according to a prophecy of one 
of their saints, that in one year-and-a-half the 











Turkish dominion would be at its end; and that 
‘it would be ovtsthrown by Constantige, the 
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come himself to Egypt, and take possession o | 


come himseif to , and take possession of 

it. Lasked thona, did none of you yes- 

terday buy the word of God?” “Because we 
are provided with it, having bought it from the | 
abuna Mueller.”—“I know very well that my | 
friend abuna Mueller has been here; but I also | 
know how many of the Holy Scriptures he has | 
left here. I do not think that so many as the fifth | 
part of you are provided with the word of God, | 
except, perhaps, with the Psalms of David the 


t always a prophet); can you prove that it Is 
not so?”—Silence. I went on:—‘Pious people 
in England have sent me to you: I have made 
the long voyage to Egypt, and am now travel- 
ing about here, from pure love to you, in order 


t (the Copts do not call David a king, | 
} 


tal souls. Pious people have bestowed much 

money in printing for you the word of God and 

other books, which I have with me, ready to 

give to the poor for nothing, and to those who | 
are more moneyed at a very moderate rate. | 
Don’t you fear God, to treat thus with contempt | 
his holy word? or don’t you remember that on | 
the great day of judgment you will be sum- | 
moned to give au account of it?” My words | 
made some impression. Several blushed, and , 
confessed that they really did not enough revere 

the word of God; but, at the same time, pleaded | 
their poverty: I therefore presented them with 
parts of the Scriptures. In the two schools, I | 
found 10 boys able to read, among whom I dis- | 
tributed copies of the Acts: neither of the priests | 
made their appearance; both having hid them- | 
selves, to avoid being scized by the soldiers. | 


| 
to do something for the salvation of your immor- | 


As the bey is at present in want of people to la- 
bor in the field, many of the meaner ranks | 
among the Copts have hid themselves: the sol- | 
diers, therefore, sought to seize the priests, | 
which is a common practice here, in order to | 
force them to procure people to work. 1 also | 
visited the divan, where most of the Christians 
who can read and write are to be met with, and ' 
where they are employed in the service of the 

acha; but they treated me in a most oppro- 

rious and contemptuous way: I therefore left 
them. 

4. Moored, towards noon-day, near Man- 
soura, a considerable and fairly-situated town | 
on the eastern bank of this branch of the Nile, 
and beautified by seven towers of ———— ' 
iosques: one part is pretty well built with | 
bricks: it has A bathe, a the situation of | 
the city is said to be particularly heaithy. I de- 
livered several letters which I had received in 
Cairo. 


5. There reside here about 40 Christian fam- 
ilies, all Copts, who have a church, with a Ku- 
mus and a common priest. The two schools 
which they have are very thinly attended: in 
ene, which is in the fore-yard of the church, 
there are seven, and in the other, 15 children. 
On the canal of Mansoura, which disembogues 
itself into the lake of Menzaleh, there are two 
villages, in which Christians live: one of them, 
which is at a distance of one hour from hence, is 
called Eretenie, and is not marked on any map: 
there are eight Christian families in it. with a 
charch and two priests. The second village is 
Salamoune, an hour remote from Eretenie, to- 
wards Menzaleh. About 20 Christian families 
live in it, without church and without school: 
they go to Eretenie to church. I have seen 
here several Christians of both these villages, 








and presented them with parts of the Scriptures. 
pposite M a, two hours inland from the 
western bank, lies the town of Nabarong; on 
some maps, wrongly, Nabaron. The pacha has 
here a castle of pleasure, where he often resides 
in retirement: there are also 10 Coptic families. 
This morning I sent my servant into the various 
divans of Mansoura, where chiefly Copts are 
employed as clerks: the richer ones were, ac- 
cording to their statements, for the most part 
provided with the Scriptures; among the re- 
mainder, many looked at the books and praised 
them, saying, “The books are good, but we 
have no money.” Nobody bought a single book: 
I therefore sent my servant a second time; tell- 
ing them, that if they really felt a desire for the 
word of God, and were too poor to buy it, they 
might come to me on board, and I would pre- 
sent them with parts of the Bible. _I then visited 
the church of the Copts, which I found preity 
well built, but, as everywhere, very dark, and in 
accordance with their spiritual condition. In 
the fore-yard of the church, where the school is, 
I distributed among the boys copies of the Acts, 
and suitable tracts. Afier returning to the boat, 
[sent my servant to the other school, inviting 
the schoolmaster to come to me on board, in or- 
der to receive books for his scholars; but he came 
not. On my inquiring the reason of his failure, 
some Christians told me, that he did not like to 
see his scholars furnished with books, because 
his income would suffer abatement; while now, 
for want of books, he receives money for writing 
sentences on tables of wood and slate, which are 
used in the school, as was formerly the case in 
all Coptie schools: hence the shocking ignorance 
among them. Asa boy of that schoo! happened 
to be just then with me, I gave him a hint to in- 
timate to his associates my readiness to present 
all the boys, who would call on me, with school- 
books: this was no sooner known among the 
boys, than all the school at once broke up, and 
came to me on board, where they received with 
exultation their presents. The schoolmaster did 
not venture to oppose, for fear of the priests and 
the parents, who love to see the children furnish- 
ed with useful books. During the day, many 

oor Christians came, not only from Mansoura, 
at also from many neighboring villages; with 
whom I conversed, and whom I presented, ac- 
cording to their different wants, with parts of 
the Scriptures and tracts. Towards evening, 
several of the Mallims, of the different divans, 
came, according to my invitation, and I provid- 
ed them with books: they bitterly complained of 
my having given, during the day, parts of the 
Scriptures to Mahomedans. After reprimanding 
them for their unchristian complaints, and shew- 
ing them that the Bible, as the only book thaa 
makes known the way of salvation, is made for 
all men who desire it, I proceeded—* You havo 
much reason indeed to fear the Mahomedans 
when they read the Scriptures; as, in the first 
instance, they will perceive that you are no real 
Christians, according to the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ and his apostles, but immersed in errors; 
that there is no living faith working by love to 
be found among you, and hence, no lively 
Christianity; and that you live in the dying 
slumber of superstition and practical infidelity. 
One of the bystanders, who seemed to have had 
more conversation with the missionaries coming 
this way, made the remark, ‘‘With this kind of 
people (that is, missionaries), nothing can be 
done; they take the arms, that were meant to 
beat them, out of our hand, and we ourselves are 
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beaten by them.’’ Others said, ‘No objection 
can be made: the truth is with you.” 

6. ‘Towards noon-day, we arrived at Sher- 
bin, a small town on the west bank, in which 
there are three mosques. There are here 12 
Mallims, with their families, in the service of the 
pacha; to whom I sold parts of the Scriptures. 
One of the most respectable Turks, having seen 
the books which the Christian had bought of 
me, sent his servant to ask whether I had not a 
book for him in the Turkish tongue? I sent him 
the New Testament, with which he was well 
pleased, as my servant told me; but just then a 
Copt happened to come to him, who, on seeing 
the book, said to him, that this book was onl 
for Christians, and prohibited ithim. The 
therefore returned it. 

7. Toward noon we moored near Damietta. 
This town lies on the east side of this arm of the 
Nile; and opposite to it is the large village Sen- 
nanieh. The Nile is here considerably broad 
and deep; so that, at high water, large ships may 
come up from the sea: there were five here at 
this time. About three hours off, this arm runs 
into the sea. From the water-side, the town 
looks like a small sea-town; and the towers of 
mosques, of which I counted from the ship from 
20 to 25, gave it a very handsome appearance: 
the interior looks nothing better than other 
Egyptian towns. 

12. In Damietta there is a large number of 
Christians, of various confessions: about 150 are 
Roman Catholics, who have a large church, 
with two Roman, and one Maronite priest: of 
the Greek church there are about 70 families, 
having a church and a convent. The Greek 
patriarch has a vicar here, witlf whom two mar- 
ried priests and one monk are associated as co- 
adjutors. There are ten Armenian families, who, 
from want of a priest anda church, keep to other 
churches. ‘The Copts consist of about 20 fami- 
lies, who have a church, one Kumus, and 2 com- 
mon priest. ‘The Roman Catholics and Greeks 
are provided with tolerably good schools, in 
comparison with others in the east; among the 
boys of which I distributed copies of the Gos- 
pale, Acts, and tracts, according to their differ- 
ent faculties. The first day after my arrival, I 
took up my abode with Ysa Petros, who has his 
own house, and whose father lives here. Hith- 
erto I had very many visitors, of all denomina- 
tions, but especially Greeks. I regretted very 
much that I could satisfy only a few, because all 
desired the New Testament and the Psalms in 
ancient and modern Greek, with which I was 
provided but sparingly. They take the modern- 
Greek Testament without the ancient text, but 
with great reluctance, even when given gratis; 
therefore, I think, we ought to make an excep- 
tion with the Greeks, and give them the Scrip- 
tures in both dialects, as they are not otherwise 
authorised by the priests. A great number of 
Roman Catholics visited me: they are not so 
bigoted as in other places: one of their priests 
also called on me frequently. I have certainly 
met here with a good deal of positive infidelity; 
and several have asked me, to my great sur- 
prise, whether I had not to sell the Koran or 
the Hariri, instead of desiring the word of life. 

17. Towards evening, landed near Mansoura. 
My original intention was, to visit from here the 
celebrated — of pilgrimage of the Copts, the 
sepulchre of Sette Damiane [Gemiane is a faulty 
pronunciation of the Copts,] in order to examine 
the wonderful apparitions and miracles, which I 
mentioned in a former letter; but having discov- 
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j ered my project to a priest here, he told me that 
it was not certain whether the saints would ap- 
ar just now; and that their a —- were, 

in general, only on the festival of Sette Damiane, 

| but at other times they are unusual. As I should 
_ have found there, at present, only a few monks, 
| and the way to it being very tedious, and as the 
| Copts, would tell me, on my refusing their pre- 
tensions respecting these apparitions and mira- 

| cles, that I had not been there at the right sea- 
| son, I thought it advisable to give up my plan; 
| and to go there at the festival, when thousands 
| of Christians of all denominations are assembled 
| carrying with me a supply of Scriptures and 
| other publications. ‘he festival begins the 12th 
day of the Coptic month Bashan, and lasts ten 
days: the 12th of Bashan is on the 19th of May. 

I would observe, that the sepulchre of Sette Da- 
| miane is not on the east of Mansoura, as I have 
| stated formerly, but W. N. W. of Mansoura, in 
'! the Desert, on the Isle of Delta. 
| 21. This morning we sailed round the south- 
' ern corner of the Delta, and entered the western 
, branch of the Nile. ‘The day before yesterday, 

I visited two large villages where Copts live, 
' which were unknown to me on my journey down- 
' wards. The first is called Mit Berreh, on the 
| west side of that arm of the Nile: there are twen- 
| ty Christian families in it, who have a church 
| and a priest, but, for the most part, are very 
poor. i presented them with parts of the a 
| tures and tracts, which were most thankfully 
received. The other village is Benalasal, on 
| the east side, which contains but ten Christian 
| families, without a church: here I disposed of 
several copies of the Psalms in Coptic and Ara- 
bic, and presented some of the people with the 
four Gospels and the Acts. 

29. ‘The beautifully-situated, and, on account 
of its numerous magnificent gardens, celebrated 
city of Rosetta has lost its former splendor, 
| since the canal below Fua, towards Alexandria, 
has been opened; and the large concourse of 
people, which formerly took place here, has 
ceased altogether. ‘The moment I arrived, a 
man, with eight or ten keys of houses, approach- 
ed me, offering me one. Many houses are in 
ruins, only from want of persons who think them 
worth repair and maintenance. There is hardly 
anything for a missionary to do. I intend to 
depart this morning. Of all those Copts noticed 
by Mr. Jowett (Researches in the Mediterra- 
nean, p. 108,) there are remaining but five fami- 
: lies: a have a church, a priest, and two 

wretched schools. In one of the latter are four 

boys, under the inspection of a blind Arif or 
| schoolmaster, who is often a priest grown blind; 
_ who, to exercise them in repetition, causes them 
| to commit to memory the prayers of the church. 
| In the other church there are five boys: some of 
these are from Alexandria, as the Copts have 
| no school there. 
| _ Sept. 11. Lintend to leave to-morrow morn- 
| ing, and to retura directly to Cairo, During my 
' sojourn in Alexandria, I daily visited the school 
which Mr. Mae Pherson has established here, 
and which, owing to his departure, is now, as it 
were, fatherless. ‘There are a great number of 
very promising boys in it—an advantage of* 
which our school in Cairo cannot as yet boast; 
and, if hitherto the principal thing of a Christian 
school were not wanting in it, it might be said 
to be a flourishing one. As I found a great lack 
of books, I presented it with 20 copies of the 
Acts, 5 Bibles, and Arabic tracts. I twice yis- 
ited the Coptic convent: there is only one priest 














in it, who Is married, and a monk. He bitterly 
complained of the Coptic Christians in Alexan- 
dria, of whom he gave the following description: 
“Only ten families have a fixed abode here, and 
attend regularly at the church; but they are all 
= people, who earn their bread by manual 

bor, and who are able to give little or nothing 
towards the support of the chureh and the priest. 
Besides these, there are about 30 other Copts 
some of whom are married, whom the pacha ad 
called hither, from other places, to his service: 
they are, during the whole week, from early in 
the morning til late in the evening, writing in 
their respective divans; and the Sundays they 


either spend in the country, or at home, in ban- | 





queting and worldly pleasures: thus no thought | 


comes to their mind, during the whole of the 
year, about the salvation of their souls, the 
priest, or the church.” A true picture indeed! 
And, in fact, [ was not able to make an impres- 
sion on any of this class of people. Once I in- 
spected the Greek convent: the patriarch was 

n in Cairo; and his vicar, especially when I 


} 


offered him, as a present, the word of God, | 


treated me with much contempt. I gave him 
two copies of the Psalms, in ancient and modern 


Greek; but he no sooner knew that I was an | 
English priest, and that these books were printed | 
in England, than he flung the books angrily on , 


the table, and said, “We do not want your 
books! we have enough.” 


I thought it not pru- | 


dent to give an answer, and so departed. Such | 


is the manner of men who are called 
Cairo, too, the Greek priesthood behave coldly 
towards us, without our having given them, to 
our knowledge, any reason of discontent; save 
that many Greeks have bought of us the word of 
God, and other good books. We have repeat- 
edly been told that the patriarch had forbidden 
his subjects to receive books from us: however, 
we are not yet sure of the truth of this. The 
unbelieving priests are here, as everywhere, al- 
most the greatest obstacle to the diffusion of the 


Scriptures. 

The English consul-general, Mr. Barker, who 
for years past has proved truly affectionate to 
the servants of the Lord, and has assisted them 
to the extent of his powers, has likewise shewn 
me great attention. 1 related to him, that I had 
been informed that Hanna Bochari, a Roman 
Catholic, under whose direction are put all the 
oriental Christians in the service of the pacha, 
and who, consequently, is looked on as the head 
of the Christians in Egypt, in secular affairs, had 
informed some person that he would iry to in- 
duce the patriarchs of the different parties to as- 
sociate and present a memorial to the pacha, 
desiring him to expel us from the country, as 
disturbers of his subjects. This project may 
possibly be true; for this Hanna Bochari, with- 
out aaa ever seen us, and without having 
suffered the least personal offence from us, is 
exceedingly exasperated, probably through the 
slander of the priest of his church. The consul 
told me, that the pacha would not meddle with 
such things; and, if we proceeded with prudence 
in our labors, we are as safe in Egypt as Hanna 
Bochari and the whole of his church. 

. 


MISSION OF THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIE- 
TY, IN THE MALAYAN ARCHIPELAGO. 


State of the People in Bali. 
In the number for September, p. 291, extracts 
were inserted from the account given by Mr. 


riests! In | 
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Medhurst, of the London Missionary Society, 
respecting Borneo. He seems to be extending 
his labors and researches to all the islands in 
that vicinity, into many of which no Christian 
explorer had before penetrated. The following 
extracts give some of the results of his research- 
es on Bali, asmall islandnear Java, with a pop- 
ulation of about 200,000. 


Our object in going to Bali, was to ascertain 
the state of religion and morals among the peo- 
ple, with the possibility of establishing a mission 
on that island. Much had been said of the 
advantage likely to attend missionary efforts at 
Bali, from the circumstance of their not being 
warped by Mahomedan prejudices; and we hoped 
at least to effect some good by conversation 
with the people, and by distributing the new 
Javanese tract just published by Mr. Bruckner, 
which, from the supposed similarity of the lan- 
guage, might be understood in Bali. On our 
arrival there, we found the people in a state of 
great ignorance and barbarity, and almost en- 
trrely given up to vice and sensuality. ‘Their 
religion is a sort of Hindooism, their priests are 
brahmins, and their people, especially the wo- 
men, are incessantly devoted to idolatry. Great 
suspicions were excited as to our object, and 
they could not conceive how persons should 
come amongst them merely for the purpose of 
doing good. At last they concluded, in spite of 
our protestations to the contrary, that we were 
political agents, sent by the British government, 
to spy out the nakedness of the land. We were 
accordingly prevented from accomplishing what 
we wished, of travelling across the island, and 
were interdicted from entering into their cam- 

»ongs or dwellings, being restricted to the pub- 
lie highway, and to so much of that only as we 
could <onveniently travel on foot, having no 
horses, or other conveyances, that we could use. 
This suspicion and distrust, however, wore away 
by degrees, and in proportion as they found our 
medicines beneficial, they began at length to 
request us to go into all parts of their campongs, 
to administer to their wants: so that in the course 
of a short time, by a patient continuance in well- 
doing, and a quiet endurance of their perverse 
ways, we might have won their confidence, and 
perhaps their esteem. A missionary, settling 


; on the island of Bali, would have much to bear, 


and be — to wait with great patience be- 
fore he could expect to see the least fruit of his 
labors; but we may be assured that the same 
grace which has been effectual with Otaheitans 
and Hindoos, will eventually prevail with the 
Balinese also. 

After a short stay on Bali, we returned to 
Banyu Wangi, a settlement on the east point of 
Java, and travelled thence over land to Batavia. 
During all this journey, we had opportunities of 
distributing hundreds of Javanese, and thou- 
sands of Chinese, tracts, and should have suc- 
ceeded in rendering our journey through the 
country more efficient, if sickness had not ar- 
rested our progress, and obliged us to curtail our 
labors. As it is, much seed has been sown, in 
places which no missionary ever visited; and 
may we not hope, that notwithstanding the in- 
firmity accompanying our efforts, what has been 
sown in weakness will be raised in power? 

In my last I mentioned, that we were not 
without some instances of good, which gave us 
reason to hope that our labor had net in 
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vain in the Lord. One of the convicts, to whom 
I had been preaching for six months previous, 
being upon his death-bed, declared himself con- 
vinced of the truth of what he had heard, and 
began calling on Jesus for mercy; the bystanders 
ike Guam ahomedans) asked him what he 
knew of Jesus; to which he replied, that he had 
heard much of him, and highly esteemed his 
doctrine, and would cleave to him to the last: 
accordingly he continued callin 
spite of their remonstrances, as Jong as he had 
any power to speak. 

The translation of Lloyd’s Scripture Cate- 





chism into the Malayan language, by Mrs. Med- |) 
ut we see no means || 
at present of getting it printed, except some be- |) 


hurst, has been completed; 


nevolent individuals should be induced to bear 
the expenses of it; in which case, an extensive 
opulation of professing Christians in the Mo-' 
oven, will be furnished with a system of doc- | 
trine and precept, drawn entirely from _ 
ture, which may prove widely and lasting 
beneficial. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCOTTISH MISSION- | 
ARY SOCIETY FOR 1830. | 


Summary of the Society's Mission. | 


Tue Scottish Missionary Society has under its | 
patronage nine missionary stations; two of which | 


are at Karass and Astrachan in Southern Asia- 
tic Russia, three at-Bankote, Hurnee, and Bom- 
bay, in India, and four on the Island of Jamaica, 
in the West Indies. 

The mission in Southern Russia remains in | 
much the same state, in which it has been for | 


some years past. Knowledge of the Christian |) 


doctrines seems, however, to be increasing; but 
much bitter opposition prevails. Though some 
read the tracts and portions of Scripture put into | 
their hands, and some appear serious, yet none | 
give evidence of conversion.—Mr. Glen at As- | 
trachan is proceeding with the translation of | 
the Old Testament into Persian, in which he has | 
been aided by a learned Persian named Mirza | 
Jaffier. 

Tn India the missionaries have baptized two | 
Hindovs, on their giving hopeful evidence of | 
piety. They have performed tours extensively 
through the adjacent country, at which times 
they have preached the Gospel and held discus- 
sion in the hearing of multitudes, and distributed 
large numbers of tracts and books. Much inter- 


est has, in some instances, been awakened | 


among the people. The number of schools has 
been diminished during the year, those in con- 
nection with the Bankote stations having been 
relinquished. Those connected with the station 
at Hurnee contain 1357 children, of whom 65 
are girls. 

In the West Indies, the missionaries meet 
with very encouraging success. At the three 
stations respecting which the details are given, 


on Jesus, in || 


] 


|| Sept. 15, have amounted onl 





there are 1509 catechumens under instruction; 
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110 children and 39 adults baptized; and 324 
communicants. The numbers has been much 
increased during thegyear. Besides the four 
stations, many other places are statedly visited 
by the missionaries, and occupied for preaching 
and to some extent for schools. The desire for 
religious instruction is becoming stronger and 
more general among the black and colored pop- 
ulation. There are many promising openings 
| for additional missionaries. 

The report represents the society as being 
greatly in want of more missionaries and aug- 
| mented resources. 











DOMESTIC. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


Deficiency of Pecuniary Means. 





It is painful to observe that so many of the 
largest religious benevolent societies in this 
country are at the present time embarrassed in 
their operations by a deficiency of pecuniary 
means. Itis especially to be regretted that this 
| deficiency should exist at this late period, when 
| so many facts have been brought before the pub- 
| lie, showing the greatness and importance of the 
| objects which these societies aim to accomplish; 
when it is so evident that they have already ac- 
| 


complished much, and are well adapted, if fur- 
nished with the means and conducted vigorous- 
| ly and wisely, to effect all that was expected of 
| them; and when they have so generally received 
| the approbation of the Christian public. Are the 
| labors and pecuniary offerings, necessary to 
| render these societies more extensive and effi- 
| cient blessings, a burden of which the Christian 


| public are weary? 
| The secretary of the American Tract Society 
| makes the following statement— 


The receipts of this society from May 1, to 
to $10,136 36 
| for tracts sold, and $1,965 12 in donations: to- 

tal, 12,101 48. 
| This amount is less than the receipts of the 
| preceding year during the same period, by the 
sum of $9,586 18. 

The deficiency in the receipts has been such 
that the committee have been compelled to raise 
from the banks, on their own personal responsi- 
yay meet dues since August 1, the sum of 
$4,300 00. 


And notes of members of the committee, in- 
cluding the last mentioned sum, are now out- . 
standing, which must be paid previous to Jan- 
uary 1, to the amount of 89, 50. 

By an actual inventory of the societies’ means, 
presented in the last annual report, it is shown 
that (exclusive of the house furnished by citizens 
of New-York, in which the societies’ operations 
are conducted,) the whole that it possesses, in- 
chiding all dué for tracts sold on a eredit, is 











only to the value of the publications in its 
ae ig its stereotype plates, en- 
gravings, paper, and materials in use in 
transacting its concerns At has no permanent 
funds. Its publications are actually sold at 
cost—i. e. the whole amount received into the 
treasury for such as are sold does not exceed 
the amount expended in issuing them and bring- 
ing them into circulation. 

And it can increase the number of its publica- 
tions, and consequently the stock in its general 
depository; and can sustain its agents in excit- 
ing an interest in the churches, and extending 
its operations, especially at the west and south; 
and can make grants of tracts to the destitute, 
in this and foreign lands, ONLY by the whole 
amount thus expended being contributed in the 
Sree donations of those who love this cause. 


We beg the followers of the Lord Jesus to 
examine the above simple and definite statement 
of facts. 


e beg those who are entertaining a vague 
idea that our benevolent societies are abound- 


ing in means, to examine it. 


e beg those whose hearts have been rejoic- | 
ing, from month to month, at the multiplied evi- 


dences of souls converted to Christ by means of 
tracts, to examine it. 

We beg those who have looked over our 
country and seen the wide openings for tract 
circulation, of unparalleled interest, especially 
in all the new and destitute settlements, to ex- 
amine it. 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Operations of the Society limited by the want of 
Funds. 


AFTER 0 notice of the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments under which the country is laboring, and 
the causes which have contributed to increase 
the number and urgency of the calls on the so- 
ciety for aid, it is remarked— 


By-these means the committee have been re- 
duced to the alternative of withholding their aid 
from the needy, in many instances, against the 
most thorough conviction of their worthiness to 
receive, or else of making appropriations in ad- 
vance of their income. ‘They have chosen the 


latter; or rather, the character of the business | 


assigned them by the society has imposed on 
them the necessity of thus anticipating its in- 
come, or of ceasing to prosecute its benevolent 
designs. The pledges of the society are accord- 
ingly at the present time more than $30,000. 
More than this amount must he expended by 
the committee within the coming twelve months, 
to redeem their present pledges, while the treas- 
ury is now overdrawn, and the committee are 
nally responsible for several thousand dol- 
rs. This fact we are authorized to state, not 
by way of complaint, but simply to apprize the 
friends of the society of its necessities. It must 
be sustained with a more liberal hand, or its 
operations cannot be extended in any due pro- 
ion to the wants of the destitute, or the ex- 
pectations of the Christian community. 
Nor would the committee be understood to in- 
timate, by the publication of these facts, that 


they feel in the least degree discouraged by the 
a pressure of their pecuniary affairs. 

ir confidence is unshaken, that while they 
ave yet speaking in this statement of facts, the 
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waiting to bestow what is We might 
almost as soon be persuaded that God will cast 
away his people whom he foreknew, as that his 
people will suffer the tome missionary enterprise 
to languish for the want of means to sustain it. 
Yet it must languish unless its friends give it a 
| more prominent place in their contributions than 
they have done hitherto. This they will do in 
proportion as they become fully apprized of its 
| comparative claims. Our object, therefore, in 
| this article, is to invite the friends of missions to 
| reflect on the magnitude of the work which, in 
the providence of God, has devolved on the 
Home Missionary Society. Let it be remem- 
bered, that the appeal of this society is on behalf 
of their fellow citizens, their kindred according 
to the flesh. Let it also be borne in mind, that 
object is identified with the eternal salvation 
of millions of the present and future inhabitants 
| of this land. And Jet it be remembered, that 
| God has hitherto crowned its efforts with ex- 
| traordinary and unexpected success. In the 
four years of its existence, up to the 12th of May 
last, it had reported 703 years of ministerial 
labor actually performed at an expense of 
$101,077. Since that time, the field of its opera- 
tions has been enlarged and the blessings attend- 
| ing its efforts have been multiplied. Nor do we 
as yet see any limits to its happy results, but 
those which spring from a deficiency of funds. 


| friends of missions are ee ready and 
| 


BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEM- 
BLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Disappointment in regard to Funds. 


| On this subject the committee of the Board re- 
mark— 


It is but a few months since the language of 
our own Board, and that of almost every other 
missionary society in our land, justified the con- 
| fident expectation, that, if men only could be 
| found, willing to engage in ‘missionary labors, 
| the means of their support would be furnished in 
} abundance by the churches. And when we re- 


|} membered that there were in connexion with the 


} 
' 
| General Assembly, about fwo thousand churches, 
| embracing two hundred thousand members in full 
| communion, and that many of these churches, 
and a very large number of the private members 
of them, were really affluent and independent— 
when we reflected that the humble pittance of 
JSifty cents a year, contributed to this Board, by 
each communicating member, would. yield an 
! annual revenue of one hundred thousand dollars 
| —when we received, and published to the 
churches very many aflecting appeals from the 
| destitute—and when we recollected the numer- 
ous pledges of liberal patronage which had been 
given to this Board, by individuals, churches, 
presbyteries, and synods, in different parts of 
our country, we felt ourselves fully warranted 
in entertaining and expressing a confident ex- 
pectation that money would not be wanting, when 
men could be found to enter the missionary field. 
With these circumstances in view, we did not 
| then expect, what now proves to be true, that 
| the number of missionaries actually engaged in 
| the service of the Board, would in a short time, 
| so far exceed the means in hand for their sup- 
| port, as to render it necessary for the Board to 
anticipate the annual contributions of their 400 
auxiliaries, by borrowing money to enable them 
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to meet od ments. however is! 
the fact—and although we are fully aware, that | 


the present sfate of our treasury is owing in a | 
great measure to the circumstance, that the an- | 
nual payments from our auxiliaries, are not ordi- | 
narily made until the month of December, still, 

we cannot refrain from @xpressing our regret 

and disappointment. And opposed as we are 

to the system of loaning money for the purpose | 
of carrying forward missionary operations, we 

do again most respectfully and earnestly appeal 

to individuals, to elders, to ministers, and to | 
auxiliaries, for pecuniary aid. You see, breth- | 
ren, our pressing necessities; and you possess 
the ability to afford us relief.—Can you find it in 
your hearts to withhold the funds which are in- 
dispensably required to sustain the faithful la- 
borers who are reaping the whitened fields of our 
own country? We have confidence in the 
churches, and we watt for a reply. 


| 
! 
! 
te 


Respecting the increasing number of mission- 


aries employed, and the number who are ready | 
to enter the service, if the means can be furnish- 
ed to send them forth, it is stated— 


Within the last four months, forty new mis- 
sionaries have been added to the 198 reported 
to the assembly in May, and about ¢hirty more 
are, at the present time, applicants for mission- | 
ary appointments. Some pastors of churches 
in this highly favored region of the country, who | 
had agreeable settlements, and a competent sup- | 
port, and a goodly number of the most talented 
youth from our theological seminaries, inspired 
with new zeal in the cause of domestic missions, 
have cheerfully turned away from the well 
watered gardens of the east, and in the humble 
character of missionaries, have offered them- | 
selves as pioneers to “prepare the way of the | 
Lord,” in the comparatively parched and barren | 
wilderness of the south and west. 


| 





MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
BURMAH. 


Ir is stated inthe Christian Watchman, that several 
Burman converts have recently been received at 
Maulmein, by the Baptist missionaries, making the 
whole number baptized at that station, from the 
beginning of the year 1828 to March 1830, to be 62. 
At Tavoy there is a church of ten, seven of whom 
are Karens. The church at Rangoon consists of 20, 
and there are two native preachers there. 


American Board of 


TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. 





ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES. 


The Twenty-rirnst Annuat MErFtTine 
or THE American Boarp or Commission- 
ERs For Fore1Gn Missions was held in the | 
chapel of the Old South church, in the | 
city of Boston, on the 6th, 7th, 8th, and | 
9th days of October, 1830. 


Members Present. 


Hon: Jonx Corron Smurru, LL. D., 
President. 
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Oriental Christian Spectator.— A monthly period- 
ical of 40 octavo pages, entitled the Oriental Chris- 
tian Spectator, was enced at Bombay in Jan- 
uary last. Its plan an t ure thus brietiy stated 
in the advertisement. ‘This work will be con- 
ducted on the general principles of evangelical re- 
ligion, and contain a brief and digested record of the 
exertions Which are made to extend the Gospel, and 
original and selected articles, on the general subject 
of Christianity, and the duty and means of prepaga- 
ling it. The profits will be devoted to the promotion 
of religious education.” The work contains reviews, 
essays, and a large number of articles of literary, 
religious, missionary, and miscellaneous intelli- 
gence. It has obtained so much patronage among 
European residents in different parts of India, thata 
second edition of the first two numbers has been 
demanded, 


DOMESTIC. 





Episcopal Mission to Greece.—The Rev. Messrs. 
J.J. Robertson and J. H. Hill, and their wives, 
together with Mr. Bingham, printer to the mission, 
anda Greek young man, embarked at Boston Oct 1, 
on board the brig Palestine, bound for Malta, under 
the patronage of the Domestic and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church. It 
is the intention of the missionaries to establish them- 
selves as soon as practicable in some part of Greece. 
They take out a priuting press with them, and are 
soon to be furnished with founts of Greek type. 
| Boatmen’s Friend Society.—At a meeting held in 

Syraguse, N. Y. Aug. 11, occasioned by the Circul 
| parts of which were inserted at p. 295, a society was 

organized auxiliary to the American Seamens’ 
| Friend Society, called the Boatmen’s Friend So- 
| ciety, whose object is te carry into effect measures 
for promoting the religious and moral improvement 
| of the persons employed on the Erie canal and its 
| branches. 
Sabbath Schools inthe Western States.—A meeting 
| held in the City of New-York, June 9, for the pur- 
pose of adopting measures for extending Sabbath 
Schools in the western states was noticed at p. 230. 
Meetings for the same purpose had previously been 
held in Philadelphia, at which about $25,000 were 
subscribed. Subsequent meetings were held in 
New-York, at which the subscriptions in that city 
were raised toabove $15,000, Similar meetings have 
been held extensively in other cities and towns in 
the middle and northern states, at which larger sub- 
scriptions have been received. 

Recently meetings have been held in some of the 
western cities, the results of which indicate that the 
people in that portion of the country will promptly 
aid in the great work which is carrying forward for 
their benefit. In Cincinnati more than $2,300 were 
subscribed. In Lexington the subscriptions amount- 
ed to more than $1,200; in Frankfort, they amounted 
“to $500; and in Louisville to $1000. 


PForcign Wisstons. 


Hon. 








Srernen Van Rensserarr, LL. D., 
Vice President. 

Henry Sewatr, 

Davip Porter, D. D. 

Carvin Cuaptn, D. D. 


Gen. 
Rev. 
Rev. 





Hon. Jonas Pratt, 
Rev. Arcnipatp ALEXANDER, D.D. 
Rev. ALexanperR Provprirt, D.D. 
Rev. Samvuet Mirier, D. D. 
Rev. Jeremian Day, D. D. LL. D. 
| Rev. Lyman Beecuer, D. D. 


| Rev. Leonarn Woops, D. D. 
| Rev. Joun H. Cuurcn, D. D. 
j Hon. Wittiam Reep, 

Rev. Josnua Bates, D. D. 
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Rev. Tuomas De Wirt, D. D. 
Rev. Witr1an Mc Murray, D. D. 
8. V. 8S. Witver, Esq. 

Rev. Wituiam Axtex, D. D. 
Rev. Joun Copmax, DOD. 
Jeremian Evarts, Esq. 

Hon. Samvet Hvssarp, LL.D. 
Joun Tarran, Esq. 

Rev. Bexyet Tver, D. D. 

Rev. Warren Fay, D. D. 

Rev. Justin Epwarps, D. D. 
Rev. Bexsamin B. Wisyen, D. D. 
Hewry Hitt, Esq. 


Honorary Members Present. 


Samcet T. Armstrona, Esq., Rev. Ev- 
warp Bercuer, Rev. Evias Cornerivs, 
D. D., Rev. Samvuet Green, Mr. Henry 
Homes, Rev. Witiiam Jenks, D. D., Rev. 
Atoyzo Porter, and Rey. Asa Rann, of 
Boston; Rev. Davin Prrry and Rev. 
Exocn Ponxp, of Cambridge; Rev. Jaurs 
Bates, of Newton; Rev. Sewart Harp- 
inc, of Waltham; Rev. Davin W. Out- 
puant, of Beverly; Rev. Samurt C. Jack- 
son,and Mr. Enwanp Rosiyson, of An- 
dover; Rev. Daniet Dana, D. D., of 
Newburyport; Rev. Joun Marry, of Sut- 
ton; Rev. Jony Nerson, of Leicester; Rev. 
Sytvester Hotmes, of New-Bedford; and 
Rev. Steruen Mason, of Nantucket; Mass. 
—Rev. Joun Smiru, of Exeter, and Rev. 
Amos W. Burnuam, of Rindge, N. H.— 
Cortianp Van Renssecarr, Esq., of Al- 
bany, and Rev. Cuartes Wuire, of Caze- 
novia, N. Y.—and Rev. Groner C. Becx- 
with, of Cincinnati, Ohio.* 


The Rev. Dr. Mc Murray was appointed 
Assistant Recording Secretary for the ses- 
sion; and, on his leaving the city, the Rev. 
Mr. Anderson was appointed in his place. 


Religious Services. 


The meeting was opened with prayer, 
at 10 o'clock, A. M. on the Gth, by Dr. 
Church; and on the succeeding days by 
Drs. Allen, Jenks, and Edwards; and was 
closed with prayer by Dr. Beecher. 

On Wednesday evening, the 6th, Dr. De 
Witt preached the annual sermon in Park- 
street church, from Matt. ix. 37, 33. 

On Thursday, at.3 P. M., the Board 
united with numerous professed disciples 
of the Lord Jesus, in Park-street church, 
in commemorating the Lord's Supper. 
The services were conducted by Drs. 
Proudfit, Mc Murray, Tyler, and Porter, 
and the Rev. Mr. Holmes. 

At seven o'clock in the evening, a meet- 
ing was held in the same place, and numer- 
ously attended, when the Corresponding 
Secretary read the concluding remarks of 
the Annual Report of the Prudential Com- 
mittee, and addresses were delivered by 





*Tt is possible that the names of some Honorary 
Members may have been omitted in the above list, 
though particular pains were taken at the time, to 
ascertain the names of all who were present. 
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Drs. Allen, Bates, and Miller. The prayers 
were offered by Drs. Day and Charch. 
Collections were taken at both of the 
evening meetings, amounting to $395. 
Treasurer's Accounts. 


The Treasurer’s accounts, as certified 
by the Auditor, were presented, read, arid 
accepted by the Board. 

The following is a brief view of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures within the year. 


Recerpets:— 





Donations, $75,408 73 
Legacies, 5,379 43 
Income of Permanent Fund, 2,218 71 
Refunded by an individual, ‘. 12 50 
Net receipts of the Board, $83,019 37 
®ransfer from the Permanent Fund, for 
amount of loss by the failure of the 
Eagle Bank, which had been charged 
to the current fund, 4,000 00 
Total receipts of the Board, $87,019 37 


Balance for which the Board is in debt, 
carried to new account Sept. 1, 1830,* 5,562 8&7 


$92,582 24 





EXPENDITURES:— 

The payments frem the Treasury to 
meet the current charges of the va- 
rious missions and operations cf the 
Board, were 

Balance for which the Beard was in 
debt Sept. 1, 1829, 


84,797 66 
7,784 58 


$92,582 24 
The following aduitions to permanent funds, of 
which the interest only can be expended have been 
made within the year past, viz. 
To the Permanent Fund for Correspond- 
ing Secretary, viz. 
From individuals, 140 50 
For profits of the Missionary 
Herald, received during the 
year, 2,288 73 
Received of the Merchants In- 
surance Company, for insur- 
ance on copies of the Mis 
sionary Lierald destroyed by 
the fire, 
Interest, in part, on this fund, 
To the Permanent fund, for 
‘Treasurer, viz. 
Trem an individual, &8 50 
Interest on this fund, 86 00——174 D 
For interest on the Fund for 
the printing establishment for 
Western Asia, 180 00 
The payments on account of 
the expenses for the printing 
establishment for Western 
Asia, within the year pass 
have amounted to 3,872 82 
This sum exceeds the balance 
of that fund by $364 Ils 
which amount has been 
charged to the Mediterra- 
nean Mission. 


1,500 00 
99,77—4,035 00 





*In the course of the year past, the mode of re- 
mittance has been changed, after a good deal of de- 
liberation, so that, instead of sending specie to India, 
bills of exchange are drawn, payable in London, for 
which provision is to be made in that city, when 
they become due. It thus happens, that the pay- 
ments actually made from the treasury, within the 
year, for the missions of Bombay and Ceylon, have 
been small; while expenses have been actually in- 
creased by those missions, to the amount of $14,000 
more than has been remitted in specie, which sum 
must therefore be considered as a debt of the Board, 
in addition to the balance above stated, making the 
actual debt, Sept. 1, 1830, $19,562 87.. 














*. 


| Ty, were appointed a committee to take 
| into consideration the claims of those chil- 
dren, and report thereon; and they were 
' instructed to report also such general prin- 
| ciples relating to the children of missiona- 
| ries, as they might think proper. 

Drs. Church, Edwards, Day, Tyler, and 
| Jenks, were appointed a committee to in- 
quire and report what means may be adopt- 
, ed to diffuse missionary intelligence more 
| generally, and to excite a more universal 
| obedience to the Saviour’s command, Go 
' ye into all the world, and preach the Gos- 
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Drs. Wisner and Codman, and Mr. 
Armstrong, were appointed a committee 
to make arrangements for the services, at 
various public meetings, during the ses- 
sion. 

Messrs. Platt, Sewall, and Van Rensse- 
Jaer, and Drs. Bates, Fay, Me Murray, and 
Day, were appointed a committee to con- 
sider the expediency of electing new mem- 
bers, and to report a nomination in case 





they should think proper. 

The greater part of the first day was oc- 
cupied in reading the Report of the Pru- 
dential Committee. On the several parts 
of that Report, committees were appointed 
as follows: viz. 

On the Bombay and Ceylon Missions— 
Drs. Allen, Bates, and Tyler, and Rey. 
Messrs. Green and Beckwith. 


On the Sandwich Islands Mission—Drs. |! 


Alexander, Day, and Dana, Rev. Mr. Pot- 
ter, and Gen. Sewall. 

‘ On the Mediterranean Mission—Drs. 
De Witt, Jenks, Codman, and Church, and 
Rev. Mr. Rand. 

On the Indian Missions—Judge Platt, 
Drs. Edwards and Beecher, and Rey. 
Messrs. Holmes and Pond. 

On the Conclusion—Drs. Miller and Mc 
Murray, Rev. Messrs. Oliphant and Beech- 
er, and Mr. Tappan. 

Drs. Proudfit, Alexander, and Church 
were appointed a committee to present the 
thanks of the Board to Dr. De Witt for his 
sermon, and to request a copy for publica- 
tion. 

Mr, Evarts, Drs. Miller and Porter, and 
Rev. Messrs. Bond and Holmes, were ap- 
pointed a committee to consider and report 
on the subject of the obligations of the 
Board to missionaries, who shall have re- 
turned from the field of missions in ill 
health, and who are unable, from that 


cause or any other, to obtain a support for |! 


themselves and their families. 





pel to every creature. 

Drs. De Witt, Beecher, and Church, were 
appointed a committee to report in regard 
to the most suitable place for the next an- 


| nual meeting of the Board, and to nomi- 


| 


} 
| 


! 
! 


nate preachers for the occasion. 
Reports of Committees. 


On the Election of Members.—The Com- 


|, mittee appointed to consider the expe- 
|| diency of electing new members, reported; 


whereupon, 

The Hon. Grorce Sutrivan, of Exeter, 
New Hampshire, and the Hon. Rocrr 
Mriyot Surrman, of Fairfield, Con., were 
elected members of this Board. 

Sir Jonny Matcotm, Governor of -Bom- 
bay, Sir Ricuarp Orriey, Chief Justice 


| of Ceylon, and Arch-deacon Grennig, of 
Ceylon, were appointed Corresponding 


| Members of this 


oard. 
Annual Report.—The committees on the 


: several parts of the annual Report recom- 


mended its acceptance, with a few modifi- 


| cations; and the Report as a whole was 
_ adopted, and ordered to be printed. 


} 


Drs. Bates and Dana, Rev. Mr. Nelson, | 
and Messrs. Van Rensselaer, Platt, Hub- |} 


bard, and Tappan, were appointed a com- 
mittee to consider whether any alterations 
should be made, and if any what, in con- 
ducting the executive business of the 


Board, in regard to the number of persens |! 


! 





‘ 


The American Indians.—The committee 
on that part of the Report, which related 
to the Indian missions, presented the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted, after 
a long and interesting discussion: viz. 

“Jn adverting to the painful and important 
subject of the claims of the State of Geor- 
gia to the absolute right of property, as well 
as the exclusive jurisdiction, over the terri- 
tory of the Cherokee Indians within that 


| state, and the projected removal of those 


H 


employed at the Missionary Rooms, the || 


compensation given them, the contingent 
expenses generally, and the agencies for 
raising funds. 

The same committee was instructed to 
report how far it might be expedient for 
the Prudential Committee to make pecu- 
niary engagements beyond the estimated 
receipts. 

A statement prepared under the direc- 
tion of the Prudential Committee, exhibit- 
ing the claims of the children of missiona- 
ries in Ceylon, having been read, Messrs. 
Wilder and Evarts, Drs. Alexander and 
Allen, and Rev. Messrs. Beecher and Per- 


{ 





| 





Indians, together with the Creeks, Chick- 
asaws, and Choctaws, toa region beyond 
the Mississippi, this committee report for 
the consideration of the Board, the follow- 
ing resolution: viz. 

“Resolved, That, from the peculiar relation 
in which those defenceless and unoffend- 
ing Indians stand to this Board, we feel it 
to be our indispensable duty, at this crisis 
of their destiny, to express our sympathy 
in their distressed condition; and also our 


' deep sense of the solemnity of the “— 
e 


tions, which treaties, superadded to 

claims of natural justice, have imposed on 
the government of our country in their be- 
half; and we earnestly implore the blessing 
of Almighty God to enlighten and to guide 
the deliberations of the constituted author- 
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ities of our couutry, so as to secure the jast 
rights of the Indians and preserve the faith 
and honor of the government.” 
The following resolution was also adopt- 
ed: viz. | 
“ Resolved. That the Prudential Commit- 


tee be instructed to prepare and present to || 


both houses of Congress a memorial, ear- 
nestly and respecttully expressing the 
views and sentiments of this Board on the 
subject of the proposed removal of the In- 
dians, residing in the states of Georgia, | 
Alabama, and Mississippi, to a region be- 
yond the river Mississippi, in reference to 
the benevolent plans of extending to those 
Indians the blessings of civilization and , 


religious instruction.” i] 


Children of Missionaries.—The commit- 
tee to whom was referred the statement 
respecting the claims of the children of 
missionaries in Ceylon, reported several 
resolutions, which were adopted. ‘They 
will be given in a subsequent number of 
this work, in connection with a statement 
of the reasons, on which they are grounded. 
—The same committee reported the follow- 
ing general principles, which were approv- 


ed by the Board: viz. t{ 


“J. That the allowances made, on ac- | 
count of the children of living missionaries | 
in the service of the Board, wherever edu- | 
cated, be charged to the mission, to which | 
the nts belong. 

“2. That the allowances made, on ac- 
count of orphan children, shall, in all ordi- 
nary cases, be charged to the mission, to | 
which the parents belonged at the time of 
their decease. 

“3. To children, who shall hereafter be | 
sent to this country without charge to the | 
Board, the Prudential Committee may | 
make allowances, when it shall be neces- 
sary for the support and education of the | 
children, to the amount which would have | 

| 
{ 
! 


| 


been allowed for them had they continued 
at the missionary stations. 

“4. That it is inconsistent with the 
multiplied duties and cares of the Pruden- , 
tial Committee, for them to undertake the 
guardianship of the children of missiona- | 
ries sent to this country for education.” —_| 

Expenses at the Missionary Rooms, and 
for Agencies, &c.—The committee appoint- | 
ed “to consider, whether any alterations | 
shall be made, and if any what, in con- | 
ducting the executive Sustnees of the 
Board,’ &c., om, “that after all the 
attention, which they have been able to 

ive the subjects committed to them, they 
found occasion to recommend no specific 
directions to the Prudential Committee. | 
On the contrary, they were satisfied, that | 
the executive and pecuniary business of | 
the Board had hitherto been transacted 
with economy, prudence, and fidelity, and 
that the whole subject might be safely left 
in the hands of the Prudential Commit- 
tee.”’ 
Special Agencies.—The Prudential Com- 


{ 
‘ 


| the cause o 


“a 


Ko 





Nov. 


mittee reported that, “in compliance with 
a resolution of the Hoard, passed at the last 
annual meeting, the Committee prepared 
and issued a circular, in the form of a com- 
mission, and addressed it to above fift 


one to act as an agent, within a certain as- 
signed sphere, for the purpose of calling 
| forth the resources of the Christian com- 
| munity. ‘These commissions were first 
| issued in April last. 

| From some of the clergymen applied to, 
| very prompt aid had been received; others 
| had declined on account of ill health and 
| other causes; and, from others still, no an- 
| 
| 

| 


| 
clergyman individually, requesting each 
| 


swers had been received.” 

The Committee added, that, “they had 
long felt the vast importance of having a 
| general agent, or agents, to visit all parts 
of the United States for the purpose of 
calling the attention of the churches to the 
necessities of the Board, and the perishing 


|| condition of the heathen world.” 
| ‘The following resolutions, proposed by 


; an Honorary Member, were adopted at the 
| close of an eloquent discussion of the 
| causes of the deficiency in the receipts of 
' the Board the past year, and of the methods 
| by which a more extended and efficient 
| patronage -_ be secured. 
| “Whereas the period has arrived in which 
, it is incumbent on those -who love the 
Lord Jesus, and pray for the subjection of 


|| all nations to his reign, to make greater 


| efforts and sacrifices, in order to carry for- 
| ward, to its entire accomplishment, the sa- 
cred enterprize in which this Board is en- 
gaged—Therefore, 

“Resolved, That it be recommended to 
the Prudential Committee to appoint, as 
speedily as possible, such a number of gen- 
eral and other agents in different parts of 
the country, as in their judgmeut may be 
necessary to bring before the community 
the duty of aiding in the great work of 
converting the world. 

“Resolved, 'That the Prudential Commit- 
tee be requested also to consider whether it 


|| may not be expedient occasionally to call 


home, for a season, missionaries now in the 
field, to plead this cause among the churches 
of the land. 

“Resolved, That it be further recom- 
mended to the Prudential Committee to 
take into consideration the question, 


‘| whether the oo permanent success of 


Foreign Missions, both at 
home and in pagan lands, do not render it 
important that a delegation be appointed 
to visit the stations now under the care of 
the Board, in different parts of the world. 
“Resolved, That it be respectfully and 
earnestly recommended to the friends and 
supporters of foreign missions in connec- 
tion with this Board, vigorously to sustain 
the Prudential Committee in any or all of 
the foregoing measures, which shall be 
——_ and in any other measures, which 
shall be found necessary for the efficient 
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and successful prosecution of this benevo- 
lent object.” . 


The committee appointed to inquire and 
report how missionary intelligence might 
be more generally diffused, reported in 
substance a recommendation, that the pub- 
lications of the Board should be multiplied; 
which was approved by the Board. 


Disabled Missionaries, and Widows and 
Orphans of Missionaries.—The committee 
—_ to consider and report on “the 
obligations of the Board to missionaries, 
who shall have returned from the field of 
missions in ill health, and who are unable 
from that cause, or any other, to obtain a 
support for themselves and their families,”’ 
reported as follows:— 


‘“‘As the missionaries and assistant mis- 
sionaries, who go abroad as the messen- 
gers of the churches and expose themselves 
to untried climates for the cause of Christ, 
are the agents and almoners of the Chris- 
tian community, it is manifest that they are 
entitled to a large share in the sympathy 
and regard of their brethren at home. The 
apostle commands us to bear each others 
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ; 
and certainly the claims of missionaries 
upon their brethren present as clear a case 
of this kind, as any which can be stated. 


“While these principles are clear, it is 
equally manifest, that to have a great 
charge brought upon the Treasury of a 
missionary society by a large number of 
superannuated, or enfeebled missionaries, 
widows and orphans, would operate unfa- 
vorably to the missionary cause. 

“The committee think it extremely de- 
sirable, therefore, that the friends of mis- 
sions generally should take this subject in- 
to their consideration, and that they should 
cherish such an affectionate regard to the 
missionaries, with whom they are person- 
ally acquainted, and who went from their 
respective portions of country, as shall 
secure to these missionaries and their fam- 
ilies a kind reception and a comfortable 
provision, without recourse to the Treasury 
of the Board, whenever Providence shall 
render such a provision a Christian duty. 
To accomplish such an object requires 
time and system; but it is probably attain- 
able; and proper efforts should be made to 
attain it. But, should no provision be 
made in any other manner, the committee 


are of opinion, that the Board owes it to || 


the cause of missions, and to the wishes 
and expectations of intelligent and cordial 
friends of missions, to make such moderate 
provision for superannuated and disabled 
missionaries, and for the widows and or- 
phans of missionaries, as shall be adequate 
to the supply of their wants and to save 
them from suffering, in the situation to 
which their zeal and self-denial have re- 
duced them. 

“In conclusion the committee would 
recommend the adoption of the following 





resolutions as expressing the sense of the 
Board on this subject. 

“Resolved, That the Board and the 
Christian community are under obligation 
to extend a kind and sympathizing regard 
to superannuated, disabled, and enfeebled 
missionaries, who have been compelled by 
ill health, or other causes, to leave their 
respective fields of labor; and that they are 
also under obligation to supply the wants 
of such missionaries and of the widows and 
orphans of missionaries destitute of the 
means of support, insuch a manner as shall 
manifest the gratitu€e and confidence of 
the friends of missions. 

“Resolved, ‘That, in all provisions for 
this purpose, the Prudential Committee 
shall act according to the circumstances of 
each case, until a system shall have been 
adopted and sanctioned by the Board; and 
that, in all cases, a strict regard be had to 
economy. 

“Resolved, ‘That it is expedient that a 
separate fund be established for the class 
of persons above mentioned, which fund 
shall be constituted in the following man- 
ner: 


“1. By donations from missionaries on 
their entering upon missionary service; 
which donations shall be preserved and 
invested by the Board, in the most prudent 
manner, and which shall be reserved for 
| the use, in the first instance, of the donors 
| themselves and their families, should need 

require; but, if not required for the donors 
and their families, they shall form part of a 
permanent fund, the interest of which 
alone shall be applied to the purposes here 
contemplated. 

«<2, by donations and legacies, which 
shall be given for this specific object. 

“3. By occasional grants, when neces- 
sary, from the general treasury of the 
Board.” 

Next Annual Mecting —The committee 
| appointed on this subject recammended, 

and it was voted, that the next annual 
| meeting be in the city of New-Haven, 
| Conn. on the first Wednesday in October 
| 1831, at 10 o’clock, A. M., and that Dr. 
| Woods be the preacher, and Dr. Allen his 
substitute on the occasion. It was also 
voted to request the Rev. Messrs. Merwin, 
| Bacon, and Boardman, to make arrange- 
| ments for the accommodation of the mem- 
| bers, who shall attend the meeting. 








Officers. 


| The following officers were appointed 
, for the year:— 


Hon. Joun Corton Smitn, LL. D., Presi- 
dent; 

Hon. Sternen Van Rensserarr, LL. D., 
Vice President; 

Rev. Carvin Cuarin, D. D., Recording 





Secretary; 











Hon. Wittiam Reep, ) 

Rev. Leonarp Woops, D. D. 

Jernewian Evarrs, Esq. 

Hon. Samvet Houssarp, LL. D. 

Rev. Warren Fay, D. D. 

Rev. Beysamin B. Wisner, D. D. 

Jernemian Evarts, Esq., Corresponding 
Secretary; 

Rev. Rurus AnpERsonx,2 Assistant 

Mr. Davip Greene, Secretaries; 

Henry Hint, Esq., Treasurer; and 

Jouy Tappan, and 

Cuarves Sropparp, Esq.'s, 





foaqnmuorn 


jpijvapnig 


} Auditors. 


Miscellaneous Business. 


The President presented the answer of 
the Secretary of the Navy toa communica- 
tion made to him by order of the Board, 
respecting the result of a Court of Inquiry 
on the conduct of Lieut. Percival towards 
the missionaries of the Sandwich Islands. || 

The thanks of the Board were voted to || 
those individuals and families in Boston, 
whose kindness and hospitality the mem- 
bers enjoyed during the session. 

To the choir of singers of the Park-street 
church for their very acceptable services 
in connection with the public religious ex- 
ercises of the s :ssion. | 

To the proprietors of the chapel of the 
Old South church, for the accommodation 
afforded by the use of their chapel during 
the session. And, i} 

To the Committee of the Park-street | 
charch for the use of their place of public 
worship in the religious services of the | 
session. 
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PRDINATION, | 


Tue Presbytery of Oneida, N. Y., at a session || 
held in Utica, October 6th, ordained Mr. Dwight }, 
Baldwin and Mr. Sheldon Dibble as missiona- i 
ries to the heathen. They are destined to the | 
Sandwich Islands under the patronage of the | 
American Board of Commissioners of Foreign |) 
Missions. The Rev. Dr. Lansing of Utica || 
preached the sermon, } 


REINFORCEMENT OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS 
MISSION. | 





Tur contemplated reinforcement of the Sand- || 
wich Islands mission, respecting which state- 
ments were published in the last number, p. 334, i 
is expected, Providence permitting, to embark || 
at New-Bedford, Mass. about the 25th of No- | 
vember. Three missionaries are now nearly || 
ready for embarkation. The committee desired || 
that the reinforcement should consist of five |! 
missionaries, with the expectation that some of || 
the number might proceed to the Marquesas Isl- 

ands, and commence a new mission there, as 

mentioned in the article referred to above. It is 

to be hoped that this object may stil] be accom- 

plished. I 


es 
Ordination—S8and. Islands—China— Bombay and Ceylon—Auziliaries. 


CHINA MISSION. 


Nov. 


INTELLIGENCE has been received by letters 
dated May 13th and 14th, that Messrs. Bridg- 


,man and Abeel were prosecuting their labors 
under favorable circumstances. 


‘The number of 
foreign residents attending public worship is 
gradually increasing. 

Dr. Morrison thinks it much to be regretted 
that a printing press was not sent with the 
American mission to Canton, and expresses the 
hope that so important a means of exerting in- 
fluence will soon be furnished. Having been 
long engaged in missionary labors in Canton 
and the vicinity, Dr. M. is well qualified to judge 
how a press would be received, and what use 


| could be made of it in promoting the objects of 
| the mission, 


BOMBAY AND CEYLON MISSIONS. 


By a letter from Mr. Graves, of the Bombay 
mission, dated 24th of March, it is learned that 
he and Dr. Scudder, of the Ceylon mission, 
were both at the Nielgherry Hills at that tine, 
for the recovery of their health. That of Dr. 
Scudder was nearly restored, and that of Mr. 
Graves was gradually improving, 


FORMATION OF AN AUXILIARY, 


Massacnusetts. The Auxiliary Society of 
Taunton and Vicinity was organized at Seekonk, 
Oct. 12th, Mr. Anderson, Assistant Secretary, 
and Mr. George W. Hathaway, Agent, being 
present in behalf of the Board. ‘The officers 
chosen foy the year, are as follows: 


Mr. Peter Thatcher, of East Attleborough, Presé- 
dent; 

Messrs. George Sanford, of Berkley, Sylvester 
Allen, of Fall River, and Benjamin Burt, of As- 
sonet, Vice Presidents: 

Rey. Erastus Maltby, of Taunton, Sec: etarys 

Mr. Hodges Reed, of Taunton, 7'reasurer ; 

Messrs. Bradford Dean, of West Taunton, Jaha- 
ziah J. King, of Raynham, and Asahel Bliss, of 
Rehoboth, Lrecutive Committee. 


ANNIVERSARIES OF AUXILIARIES, 
ConxnecticuTt.—Tho Auciliary of Tolland 


County, held its Gth annual meeting at South 
Coventry, Sept. 17th. ‘The deputation from 


| the Board was providentially hindered from at- 


tending. The mecting was addressed by the 
Rev. William Coggswell, Agent of the Aimeri- 
can Education Society. The usual reports were 
presented, and other business transacted.—Eli- 
sha Stearns, Esq. Tolland, Secretary; Mr. Jo- 
seph B. Pitkin, Tolland, Treasurer. 

The Auxiliary of the City of New Haven held 
its 6th annual mecting in the North Church, Oct. 
12th. The usual reports were presented, and 
other business transacted; after which addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. Messrs. Bacon, 
Merwin, and Boardman, of the city, and Rev. 
Mr. Kirk, of Albany, who attended as a depu- 
tation from the Board.—Mr, C. J. Salter, T’reas- 
urer, 


















° 


1830. 


New Hampsnire.—The Auziliary of Sulli- 
van County held its 3d annual meeting at Leba- 
non, October 6th. Afier the reading of the 
report of the Executive Committee, the meeting 
was addressed by the Rev. John Richards, of 
Woodstock, Vt., who attended as a deputation 
from the Board; and by Rev. Uriah Powers, of 
South Carolina, and the Rev. Mr. Goddard of 
Norwich. Vt. A deputation from the auxiliary 
was appointed to visit each of the associations 
embraced in it, and address them at their an- 
nual meetings.—Rev. Israel Newell, Plainfield, 
Secretary; James Breck, Esq., Newport, T'reas- 
urer. 

The Auxiliary of Grafton County held its 3rd 
annual meeting at Wentworth, Oct. 8th. The 
annual report was read by the Secretary, and 
the ordinary business transacted; after which 
addresses were made by the Rev. J. D. Farns- 


> ™= 
Report of an Auziliary—Donations. 





worth, Ebenezer Litile, Esq., and Rev. Phineas | 


Cooke, members of the auxiliary, and by Rev. 


Charles Walker, who attended as a deputation |! 


from the Board. Ata mecting in the afternoon, 
previous to the administration of the Lord’s sup- 
per, Mr. Walker delivered a missionary ser- 
mon.—Rev. J. L. Hale, Campton, Secretary; 
Mr. William Green, Plymouth, Treasurer. 


The object, brought before the meeting, of |' 


’ 
enlightening and evangelizing the world, ex- 
cited much interest. Subsequently a member 
of the Auxiliary has offered to give $100 to the 
Board, for the promotion of its objects, pro- 
vided the rest of the county, or any person or 
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| a sermon, the Secretary read the annaal ay 
and additional addresses were made by ° 
| Joseph Thatcher, member of the Auxiliary, and 
| by the deputation. Rev. Chester Wright, 
| Montpelier, Secretary; Silas C. French, Mont- 
pelier, Treasurer. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF AN AUX- 
ILIARY. 


| Tue Executive Committee of the Auxiliary of 
| Farmington and vicinity, (Con.) in their last an- 
| nual report, among other suggestions for con- 
ducting the affairs of the associations, make the 
following remarks; which, though very obvious 
in themselves, would, if carefully regarded from 
year to year, greatly increase the missionary 
feeling and the efficiency of the associations. 


The Committee would further recommend’ 
that it be considered the duty of some individ- 
ual, and they would propose the secretary of 
| each association, to see that due notice is given 


| of the annual meetings; that collectors make 


persons in it, will, as an extra effort, and within | 


six months, give the same sam; or provided the 
friends of missions in the state will, in the same 
manner and within ‘the same period, give $900; 
thus making §1000, which he estimated to be 


the due proportion to be furnished by that state | 


towards supplying the existing deficiency of | 


$20,000 in the funds of the Board. 

Vermont. The Auxiliary of Windham 
County held its 5th annual meeting at Marlbor- 
ough, Sept. 29th. ‘The meeting was opened 
with a sermon by the Rev. Charles Walker, of 
Rutland, who attended as a deputation from 
the Board; after which the usual business was 
transacted, and the meeting was addressed by 
the Rev. James Kimball, member of the wal 
iary, and also by the deputation.—Rev. Jede- 
diah L. Stark, Brattleboro’ West Village, Sec- 
retary. 

The Auxiliary of Windsor County held its 
5th annual meeting at Woodstock, Oct. Ist. A 


sermon was delivered by the Rev. Charles |' 


Walker, the deputaticn from the Board; after 
which the reports were presented, the ordinary 
business transacted, and addresses delivered by 
the deputation, and by the Rev. John Wheeler, 
member of the Auxiliary, and Mr. Tracy.—Rev. 
John Richards, Woodstock, Secretary; David 
Pierce, Esq., Woodstock, Treasurer. 

The Auxiliary of Orange County held its 5th 
annual meeting at Royalton, Oct. 5th. A ser- 
mon was preached by Rev. Charles Walker, 
the deputation from the Board; afier which the 
Secretary and Treasurer presented their reports, 
and the usual business was transacted, and ad- 
dresses were delivered by Rev. Messrs. Clark 
Perry, Charles Boyter, H. F. Leavitt, members 
of the Auxiliary, and by the deputation.—Rev. 
Calvin Noble, Chelsea, Secretary; J. W. Smith, 
Esq., Chelsea, Treasurer. 

Tie Auxiliary of Washington County held 
its 5th annual meeting at Barre, Oct. 6th. Rev. 
C. Walker, deputation from the Board, preached 
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their returns in season and in order; that the 
| friends of missions and others be encouraged to 

attend the meetings; and that for this purpose 

new and continued efiorts be made to render 
| them interesting and instructive. It may rea- 

sonably be hoped that, if the friencs of missions 

can be induced to attend the meetings of the 
| associations with which they are connected, 
they will also attend the meetings of the auxil- 
| iary, which have been found by those who have 
attended them, well adapted to inspire confi- 
dence in the integrity and fidelity of those who 
dispense our charities, and of those who receive 
' them, and to fill their hearts with love and com- 
| passion for the souls of their fellow men in the 
| dark parts of the earth. 





| Donations 


| FROM SEPTEMBER 16TH, TO OCTOBER 10TR,, 
INCLUSIVE. 





AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


Addison co. Vt. E. Brewster, Tr. 


New Haven, Mon. con. 116 
Essex co. Ms. J. Adams, Tr. 
Eyfield, Gent. 1 32 
| Essex, Gent. 17 61 
|} Rowley, Ist par. La. 20 29 
| Salem, ‘Tab. so. Mon. con. 12 43-——-51 65 
Essex co. N. J. 'T. Frelinghuysen, 
| ‘r. 7 00 
Lincoln co. Me. W. Rice, Tr. 
Coll. at an. meeting, 23 79 
hath, N. cong. so. Asso. 63 090 
Camden, La. 9 22 
| Edgecomb, Gent. 5 00 
New Castle, Gent. 6 37 
Topsham, La. ll 47 
| _ Wiscasset, Gent. 6 50——125 35 
Monroe co. N. Y. J. Bissell, Jr. Tr. 
Bergen, 8 50 
| Brockport, 28 38 
Gaines, 2 36 
North Penfield, 7 43 
Rochester, Ist presh. chh. 28,39; . 


2d do. 13,87; 3d do. 82,49; 
New York City and Brooklyn, W. 
W. Chester, Tr. 
Oncida co. N. Y. A. Thomas, Tr. 


a 








3638 
Two Coton, a marriage fee, for 


so. for hea. 
; la. Frank- 
lin so. 20; . miss. ' 80. 20; 

Holland Patent, Mon. con. 

Preble, Mon. con. 6,74; less c. 


note, 5; 
Richland, Fem. ed. so. 
Salisbury, United presb. chh. 
Sauquait, Mon. con. in presb. so. 
Sherburne, 8. Stebbins, 
Trenton and Russia, Mon. con. 
Utica, Sab. school in Ist presh. 
chh. for Medit. miss. 7,31; 
fem. asso. 69,88; 
Van Buren, A fem. friend, 2 00 
Westmoreland, Mon. con. : 
Rutland co. Vt. "J. D. Butler, Tr. 
Tinmouth, La. 445 
West Haven, J. H. Wyman, 16 55——-21 00 
te a co. N. Y. M. Free- 
man 
Pag White Creek and 


Jackson, Asso. 50 
Salem, Asso. 20 50-——60 00 


Total from the above Auxiliary Societies, $755 13 
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If, VARIOUS COLLECTIONS AND DONA- 
TIONS. 


Albany, N. Y. S. Van Rensselaer, to 
constitute Cornttanp Van ReEnsse- 
tazr an Honorary Member of the 
Board, 100; mon. con. in 4th presb. 


chh. 53,24; 153 24 
Alexandria, D.C, Mon. con. by Rev. W. 

c. W. 5 50 
Amherst, Ms. Mon. con. in Ist par. 25 00 
Berkshire, N. Y. Mon. con. 12 00 
Bethichem, N. H. Mon. con. 6 50 
Boston, Ms. Coll. after the ann. sermon, 

159,21; coll. at Park St. chh, Oct. 7th, 

15; 395 36 
Bristol, R. I. Fem. miss. sewing so. for 

Mackinaw miss. 20; for Bumbay 

miss. 5; 25 00 
Brunswick, Me. A balance, 64 
Catskill, N.Y. O Days 250 00 
Columbia, D.C. wes 10 00 


Columbia, > Sans N. “a *Mon. con. in 
cong. 11 00 
Dorset, vt Gent. and la. asso. 


17 50 
Durham, N. Y. ‘An old friend of mis- 
sions, 10 00 
Faston, Ms. Mon. con. 37 36 
Ebensburg, Pa, Miss. so. of Cambria co. 40 00 
Exeter, N. H. Mon. con. in Ist chh. to 
constitute the Rev. Jonny Smitn an . 
Honorary Member of the Board, 55 00 
Glenn’s Falls, N. Y. La. 12; a gen- 
tleman, 18; 4th pay, for Glorianna 
Folsom at Mackinaw; 30 00 
Hadley, Ms. Fem. mite so. 15 24 
Hamp. Chris. Depos. Ms. Chesterfield, a 
fem. friend, 2,25; East Hampton, fem. 
benev. 60. for Payson Williston in 
Choe. > 5,82; Northampton, a fem. 
friend, 7 15 07 
Hanover, N. J. Mite so. for Aaron Condit 
in Ceylon, 10 00 
Hudson, O. Mon. con. in chapel of wes. 
ce eon college, 11 50 


Meigs, O., J. Hammond, 1 00 
New “hat ford, Ct. G. Roberts, 5; E. San- 


ford, 10 00 
New York City, Greek school commit- 

tee, for the purchase of elementary 

school books in Greek, published at 

Malta, to be placed at the dispesal of 

Rev. J. King, 335 00 
Niagara, N. ? ‘Two families, 2 38 
Morristown Pa. Mon. con. in presb. chh. 11 2 
Orville, N. oN. Y. Mon. con. 5 00 
Ovid, N. Y. Mon. con. in presb. cong. 29 00 
Philadelphia, Pa. Juv. sewing so. for ‘fe- 

male at Bombay, 20 00 


Donations. # 











Prospect, Me. Mon. con. 
Providence, R. I. Mon. con. on Nas 
Steamer President, 7; a friend, 3; * 10 00 
Raleigh, N.C. Fem. so. 20 00 
Rindge, N. U. Fem. miss. so. to consti- 
tute the Rev. Amos W. Burnuam an 
Honorary Member of the Board, 50; 
ded. amount paid previously, 24; 
Staten Island, N. Y. J. Hunter, 5 00 
— Ms. La. asso. 20,18; mon. con. 


31 97 
Soniagton, Ct. La. asso. 27,40; a friend, 
60 ¢ 28 00 
Stoughton, Ms. Miss Lucy Drake, dec’d, 
on account of interest on a legacy, 27 00 
Townshend, Vt. La. asso. 11,37; gent. 
asso. 5,725 mon. con. 12; Rev. J. 
Kimball, 5, 34 09 
Trenton, N. J. A few individ. in presb. 
chh. 28 87 
Troy, N. Y. F. M. so. in 2d presb. chh. 350 00 
West Springfield, Ms. La. in Ist par. to 
constitute the Rev. THomas E. Ver- 
Mitre an Honorary Member of the 
Soard, 50 00 
Woodstock, Vt. C. Dana, 3 00 
Wrentham, N. par. Ms. Fem. ed. so. for 
John Cleveland in Ceylon, 12 00 


Whole amount of donations ara in the 
preceding lists, $2,936 5 


Ill. LEGACIES. 


Jamaica, Vt. 8. Goodell, dec’d, 718 
Utica, N. Y. Miss Mary "Jones, “dec” ‘d, by 

A. Thomas, 15 00 
IV. DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 


Abington, Ma. A box, fr. la. asso. in 3d 
parish. 

Albany, Me. Socks, 3 pairs, fr. females. 

Blandford, Ms. A bedquilt, fr. juv. asso. 
for Rev. 8. Whitney, Sandw. Islands. 

Boonville, N. Y. A bedquilt, fr. Misses J. 
and A. Graves, for Mackinaw. 

Constantia, N. Y. = roll of flannel. 

Enosburg, Vt. A bo 

Fairfield, N.Y. A candle, fr. ladies, for 
Green Bay miss. 

Hamp. Chris. Depos. Ms. East Hamp- 
ton, A box, fr. fem. benev. so. for Pay- 
son Williston in Choctaw nation, 27 25; 
Goshen, Shoes and socks; West’ Hamp- 
ton, Shoes. 

Homer, N.Y. A box, fr. la. clothing so. 
rec’d at Seneca. 

Hudson, N.Y. Sundries, fr. indiv. 

Northford, Ct. A bedquilt, for Rev. 8. 
herbage Sandw. Islands, 

Paris Hill, N.Y. A barrel of dried ap- 
ples, fr. indiv. for Mackinaw. 

Pitcher, N. Y. A box, fr. fem. juv. so. 

Spencertown, Austerlitz, N. Y. Sundries, 
fr. young ladies sew. so. 6 05 

Springfield, Ms. Printing paper, fr. D. & 

. Ames, 50 00 

Sullivan, Oneida lake, N.Y. A box, fr. 
young la. so 33 53 

Utica, N. Y. Two hhds., fr. ladies, for 
Mackinaw, 00 

Wardsboro’, Vt. A box, fr. Dorcas and 
cent societies, 24 00 

Western, N. Y. A box, for Mackinaw. 


19 55 


15 38 


The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Manufacturers and others. 


Printing paper, to be used in publishing portions 
of the Scriptures, school-books, tracts, &c. at Bom- 
a S and at the Sandwich Islands. 

riting paper, writing books, blank books, quills, 
=, &c. for all the missions and mission schools: 
ially for the Sandwich Islands. 
hoes of a good quality, of all sizes, for persons 
of both sexes; principally for the Indian missions. 
Blankets, coverlets, sheets, &c. 
Fulled cloth, and domestic cottons of all kinds. 














